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Xi's China Dream - its appeal and dangers

Whatever personnel and policy changes emerge from the 20th party congress, China’sambitions and revanchist ethnonationalist goals will endure.
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The China Dream is a powerful
narrative because, although one
can quibble over details, in its
broad outline it is largely true.
China’s re-emergence asa major
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idea thatall that happened to
Chinain the 19th century and first
halfofthe20th century were

PCrule.
Since the 19th century, the
legitimacy of every Chinese
government - imperial, republican

narrative in the coming years.
Itisnow clear that China

Ascreen in
Shanghai
showing China's
President Xi
Jinping speaking
during the
opening session
of the 20th
party congress
on Sunday. In his
opening speech,
Mr Xi said that
“China’s
interational
influence, appeal
and power to
shape the world

hav
slgmﬁczn(ly
increased”.
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Barring being hit byastray
thunderbolt, in a few days MrXi
Jinping will geta third term. That
muchis certain. Th

nhhe(‘hma Dreamare the

mistakes: believing that the
decline of the US and the West

integrity. external

i's

version, the China Dreamis
intended toappeal notjust to the
Communist Parry ‘s supportersand

ProfessorYanXuetong of
‘Tsinghua University has even
claimed that China’s rise was

People’s ‘China (PRC)
citizens, butalsoto“all Chinese”.
WhenMrXisays*all Chinese”, he
the several

Itisthis narrative thatunderpins
China’s extravagant claims in the
hina seas. These

imperativesintoa seamless whole.
ANEW SOCIAL COMPACT
For the last 30 years, the CPC’s

compactwith the Chinese people
wasstraightforward. In essence:

generally was absolute and not just
relative. Th inturnled Chinainto
afoolish“no limits” partnership
with President Vladimir Putin’s
Russia, the only major country that
sharesMr Xi's distrust and

CPCfornot being resolute enough
inil

oppose the China Dream. This
couldlead the CPC down some
pathsit does not really want to go,
particularly on Taiwan.

Pursuing the China Dream
compelsthe CPCtonavigatea fine
line. The CPC has generally foundit
saferto err on the harderside of

contempt for the West. thatline, which inany case seems to
hese haveledtoa i’ inclinatic
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Cmue e’ things. But inequality had grown too Today, one wouldbe Asians or other anodyne slogans
isunderstandable but, in suchan interestsin lerms of China’s tarkand il hard-p: dtoidenti major initiatives.
il interest: are TREATY OF the y notafew China’s historical experience
‘We willknow when Mr Xi oflmponance to Chma limits of China’s growth model of not-so-major ones - including and political culture invest the idea
chooseslo Iexus know. Untilhe Imemal}y,(}usnarranvehas Chinais, of course, as pragmaticas the1990s and first decade of the omever unchma - withastrong
withmost PRC anyotherstate whenits interests 2000s were being reached. The thatare wif elemem of hi th Chinaat

e only compose
ourselvesin patience. But we can

cmzens.al least those whoare

dictateit should be pragmatic. The

needto de-risk key sectors,

Han. Excernally, it

greatest

tably property

concernabout one aspecl or
another of Chinese behaviour.

the apex. The idea of order without
hierarchyisalien to China. In this

besureabout one thing: China’s egree with the ethnic hi flossof i of be hierarchy, notall Asiansare equal;
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But the hard fact remains thatin

was now “
historical course”and that “China’s

Tanwan InSou(h easrAs:a where

abillyet But that
didnotprevent China settlingits

border disp Russiain1999.

with ti P ,
s(mnger party disciplineand

ina’s mostimportant
partnersare, and for the
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There is| nothmgunusualabou[ a Some features of China’s eas that makesit i
bigc iti 1 lysis r th compeutlonwlththeUS have
f : theiri . To state my oflts own people: wlthout too raised the risks of social instability

implicatons. Thatis crucial for
ina’s
periphery. Read.\ng China’s
be

front, while China’s
re-emergenceasamajor regional
andglobalactori i
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prudent. However,

the Global North, whichis also the
source of the most serious porenna]
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Mr Xi has called on his officials to
make Chinamore “lovable”, more
“credible” and more “respectable”
andtowidenits circle of friends.
This seems to me to bea tacit

ns for Chin:

(Chinese diplomacy

Itwasnot
of American dlplomacybul the
of Chi

hasbeen I ccess.
But those who hope for more th:m
the 2

failure.
created the Quad andAukus The
tofthe

Beijingis nevertheless unlikely t

disastrousfor them.
Opaque though China may be in
other ‘respects, there should not be

entiretybecause itsambitions
contain certaininternal
contradictions which it will find
hard

hina’s
ambitionsright, China has been
quite uansparem aboutits
ambiti

THE CHINA DREAM

Beijing’s goals are explicit in the
ethnonationalist narrative of
“humiliation”, “rejuvenation” and
realising the “China Dream” by
which the Communist Party
legitimisesits' monopo]yof power
andright torule:

Atits core, the. China Dreamis
the recovery of the real or
imaginedplace that China

The China Dream isan
essentially revanchist narrative.
Broadly,itis

risk ofconﬂict with a
nuclear power which, moreover, is
China’s only partner of any
strategic weight. But claims
against smallerand weaker
i fmeat
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new compact? itisnotin China’s China,the idea
The on Histor that“all Chmese should support

on the bare bones of the
Communist Party of China’s (CPC)

what was lost. Whatis to be
recoveredis.

Idonotwant to press my point
t butit i

adopted in November 2021t the
6th Plenary Session of the 19th
Central Committee of the CPC
emphasises the continuity of the
irecti Mr Xihas taken th

territory, but perhaps more
essentiallyand deeply, status and
thesense of self that

Chinese claims in the Eastand
South China seas and the artificial
islandsit

the place that China believes it

important domestic purpose that

partywith China’s long historyand
that China’s future ~ in other
words, the realisation of the China
Dream - will

interests to be overlyassertive, or
e ;

even
iswell-nigh hard-wired into the
CPC'srevanchist-ethnonationalist
narrative.
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