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Why a university of the arts now?

The new university is a major milestone and
comes at a time when the arts and technology
are opening up new channels of creativity
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Our young people who wish to
pursue theirartistic passion and
aspire to b g the world’s
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When then Minister of’

community.
Thisgrowth of the arts has
happened over more than 30
years.In1989, the Advisory
Council on Culture and the Arts
producedareport to help facilitate
ion of Si

bestwant their aspirations to be
facilitated. They should find their
place in our university landscape.
We wouldwant to grow this talent.
They will do well. Last year, eight
outof 10 graduates from ourtwo

intheartsinSouth-east Asiaand
later, the world.

Third, there is no doubt thatas
we faceaworld by

thewaywe live in the last three
decades, Theyareamazingly
successful entrepreneurs. They
prove heyond expectations what
linked to

technology, hit by fluidand

technologycan produce.

, wereq
different mindsets to navigate this
challenging reality. We have been

fortunate that ourarts
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Lawrence Wongannounced in
Parliament in March last year that
auniversity of the arts would be
formed fromanalliance of two arts
colleges, the Nanyang Academy of
Fine Arts (Nafa) and the Lasalle
College of Arts, the Government
woka leap of faith tostakea place

et
into a culturally vibrant society.
The Government set about
building an ecosystem to support
artsand culture in Singapore. The
Renaissance City Plan 2000
cemented the idea thatartsand
culture was important to enhance
thequa]ltyofhfp inSi

within sixmonths of

rturea
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from Apple. Steve Jobs, the

visionary leader of Apple Inc, was

interestedin electronics and

literature. He auditeda course on
Ata Stanford

ﬁlm Bashirareleasedin 2021
which garnereda couple of awards
at film festivals for its genre.

‘What these individuals show is
thatanarteducation canlead
down many pathways and inspire
young graduates to lookat
adjacent or new fields to engage
their talent. Our graduates should
keepan open mind about what
!hey canand should do. Shoulda
choose to practise

Consider Sven Tan who studied
fashionat Lasalle and founded In
Good Company, one of our leading
designers of minimalist style
clothing, Ezzam Rahman, a
productof Lasalle and Nafa,a
sculptorandn

inarapid| make the city more liveable
evolvmg future economyand andattractive place.
society.
The establishment of the THREE KEY REASONS

University of the Arts Singapore
(UAS) isa statement about how we
understand the worldin the
coming decadesand how we
continue to prepare our people for
theseuncharted changes. Facing

Why establishauniversity of the
artsnow? Thereare three
compelling arguments for this
initiative.
First, itis highly important that
& :

artistandart now the

diverse talent pool which more
thanatany time in history is what
isrequired.

THE CONCEPTUAL ECONOMY

Daniel Pinkin his highly
book, A Whole New

Artistic Director of Substation,
Justin Loke, a multidisciplinary
artist from Nafawho has anactive
practice, Natalie Hennedige,
Festival Director of Singapore
International Festival of Arts
2022-2024and Sandhya Suresh of
Chor

Mind (2005), argued that we have
moved from the Knowledge
Economy to the Conceptual
Economy. The Knowledge

commencement speech, he said:
“ImagineifI never droppedin on
thatsingle calligraphy course in
college, the Mac would never have
hadmultiple typefaces or
proportionally spaced fonts.”

Then there was Jony Ive,a
British-American designer who
became the Chief Design Officer of
Apple untilhe leftin 2019.
Currently, he serves as Chancellor
ofthe Royal College of Artin

her art toreach the pinnacle, there
istheinspiring example of Jade
Tan,a young Singapore mezzo
soprano from YST Conservatory of
Music continuing with a Master’s
degree in Hanover. She studies
operaand looks for opportunities
toperform, but has takenup ajob
as project manager ina Germany
tech company that deals with
electronicsand instruments.
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their llfe(lme evenifthey settle on

typesof knowledge, skills and
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imagination and creativity.
Itisamajor milestone for
Smgapore andrecognition that the
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for people with different aptitudes
inSingapore.

The Nanyang Academy of Fine
Arts (Nafa), founded in 1938,and
Lasalle College, in 1984, have been
attractingan

dancer. They joyto
ourlives.

Second, the creation ofa
university of thearts at this
juncture can help Singapore
catalyseintoan abode of artistic

llence. It will raise our game to

with great energy to reach forand
sustain high standards of quality.
Importantly arts development
enjoys the growing support of our
peopleand society. The National
Arts Council 2020 Population
Survey on the Artsrevealed that 82
percentof the 2,035 people
surveyed i

of our population who wish to
receive aformaleducation in the
arts. Students from the region have
been drawn to these institutions
foranarts education. The Yong
Siew Toh Conservatory of Musicin
the National University of
Smgapore foundedin 2003 has
talented

greater dialogueand

muslcmns Schoolof the Arts

between different
generations; 81per cent believe it

(Sota) opened its doors
in ]anuaryZOOS toprovidean

become aregional centre for
creative talentand a fulcrum for

engineers, medical researchers
andothers. The Conceptual
Economy is based on high concept
andhigh touch (right-brained
thinkers). Creativity and
innovationare buzzwords of this
time. Jobs are now created by
people who can empathise and

exploring the richness of diversity.
Thereisareason why Nafaand
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movement. Ive’s collaborator in
Apple was Marc Newson, an
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Newson studiedjewellery and
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prep:
confidentin their skillsand
abilities, enrich our society with
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acontribution to the economic
landscape.
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canadd up to fun too. Thisis what
Nickson Fong, the Singapore
computer graphics ams( wmed
film maker

chairman of the National Arts Council
(2013-2019)and s professor at the
Lee Kuan Yew Centre for Innovative
Cities, Sir

animationand won an Academy

Technology and Design.



