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NUS signs MOU with
German firm to train
engineering students

AqilHamzah

i Engineering students from the Na-
! tional University of Singapore
: (NUS) will get to pick up skills
: needed to work in complex pro-
i cessing plantsas part ofa collabora-
: tion with German company HIMA.

Under a memorandum of under-

standing (MOU) inked yesterday,
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i the university’s department of

i chemical and biomolecular engi-

Functional safetyisa
typical building block
inanengineer's
education. It canbe
very technicaland
whattheylearninthe
classrooms maybea
bitdry, so hopefully
the hands-on :
experience we provide :
canenergise them. :
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MRFRIEDHELM BEST, HIMA's
vice-presidentinthe Asia-Pacific.

ineering will collaborate with
i HIMA, which counts ExxonMobil
: and Shell as clients.

Over a two-year period, they will

; work together to prepare students
: forthe workforce,

Students will have internship op-

: portunities and access to HIMA’s
: customer solutions centre at
i Alexandra Technopark, where
: theycan observe actual operations
¢ inprocessing plants.

The centre also houses simula-
tion systems that replicate the
ones used in actual plants, with

i data from these plants used to give
1 usersarealistic experience.

Associate Professor Chai Kah

i Hin, vice-dean of Masters’ Pro-
i grammes and Lifelong Learning at
: NUS’ College of Design and Engi-
: neering, said the initiative will help

: build a stronger pipeline of engi-
i neeringtalents.
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“The knowledge and skills that
our students gain at NUS, together
with the hands-on opportunities
offered by HIMA, will empower
them with the confidence to tackle
real-world problems,” he added.

The MOU was signed by Prof
Chai and Mr Friedhelm Best,
HIMAs vice-president in the Asia-
Pacific, at the company’s office,
which is also located at Alexandra
Technopark.

Mr Best said it aims to enhance
the education that engineers re-
ceive by improving their knowl-
edge of functional safety and secu-
rity.
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Functional safety ensures equip-
ment used in complex systems run
correctlyand without hazard.

“Functional safety is a typical
building block in an engineer’s edu-
cation. It can be very technical and
what they learn in the classrooms
may be a bit dry, so hopefully the
hands-on experience we provide
can energise them,” said Mr Best.

Through the agreement, NUS
and HIMA will conduct training
and organise seminars for stu-
dents,

They will also work together to
jointly develop cases to demon-
strate how functional safety could
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From left: HIMA chief executive Jorg de la Motte; Associate Professor Chai Kah Hin; HIMA Asia-Pacific vice-president
Friedhelm Best; and Associate Professor lvan Sin at the signing of the memorandum of understanding yesterday between
HIMA and the National University of Singapore. The MOU will allow NUS engineering students to pick up skills needed to
work in complex processing plants. PHOTO: HIMA

assist Singapore’s transition to ad-
vanced manufacturing, as well as
conduct research on the potential
of using hydrogen as an energy
source.

Prof Chai said the collaboration
would also give students opportuni-
ties to upskill themselves, espe-
cially in the light of technological
advancements.

“We hope to give studentsa com-
prehensive experience before they
embark on their first day working
in an actual processing plant,”
added Mr Best.
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