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He will helm sustainability drive
to bring together nation’s climate
efforts after leaving current post

Cheryl Tan

The National Research Founda-
tion’s (NRF) chief executive Low
Teck Seng is stepping down from
his post after a decade and will be
helming a new sustainability initia-
tive to bring together the nation’s
wide-ranging efforts on climate
change.

The initiative at the National
University of Singapore (NUS)
looks to establish synergies and fa-
cilitate collaboration between the
different research institutes on
key fronts like sea-level rise and
clean energy transition which, in
turn, can help to catalyse new
ideas and innovations, said Profes-
sor Low.

The 67-year-old will take on the
role of the university’s senior vice-
president of sustainability and re-
silience from next Monday.

The sustainability initiative will

also look at developing a strategy
to infuse climate consciousness
into the university’s curriculum
without compromising academic
rigour, Prof Low said in an exclu-
sive interview with The Straits
Times.

“For example, in the field of
medicine, the changing climate
could bring about more emerging
diseases, which would be a key
consideration (for future doctors)
when it comes to developing re-
silient, healthy cities of tomor-
row,” he added.

Prof Low, who has a degree in
electricaland electronic engineer-
ing, started his career in 1983 as
an academic staff member at the
NUS department of electrical engi-
neering.

He became dean of the school’s
Faculty of Engineering in1998.

Prof Low joined NRF, which sets
the national direction for research
anddevelopment,in2012.

He was instrumental in driving
three national research, innova-
tion and enterprise plans, which
had budgets ranging from $16 bil-
lion to $25 billion.

NRF said he steered the develop-
ment of many national strategies
for science and technology initia-
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tivesinareas like quantum and syn-
thetic biology.

He will continue working with
NRF as anadviser and provide guid-
ance on issues relating to science,
technology and research, the foun-
dationadded.

At NUS, Prof Low hopes to work
with his colleagues to create a net-
zero campus, which could serve as
a test bed for leading technologies,
in areas such as cooling, the use of
electric vehicles and novel grid
technologies, he said.

The culture of environmental
consciousness, however, goes be-
yond campus infrastructure.

Prof Low hopes to raise public
awareness — through seminars,
workshops and conferences - of
the expertise available on campus
that can be tapped.

Aboveall, he aims to apply newly
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gleaned insights and technologies
that Singapore has developed in a
way that would bring resilience to
the country.

He gave the example of Singa-
pore’s water supply, saying: “Af-
ter having developed our water
technologies in our educational in-
stitutes and builtan industrial sec-
tor around it, we can now at least
tell ourselves that in a situation of
water stress, we will be able to en-
sure that our water supply is suffi-
cient.”

He hopes that resilience could
also be ensured in other aspects of
daily life - in food and energy, as
well as against climate extremes
like sea-level rise.

This can be achieved by capital-
ising on past research invest-
ments and new research pro-
grammes that NUS will establish,
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Prof Low said.

NUS president Tan Eng Chye
said the university is committed to
advancing sustainable develop-
ment and contributing to the
global fight against climate
change.

Professor Tan said: “As a univer-
sity at the forefront of scientific re-
search, we are at a great vantage
point to drive change and test cut-
ting-edge practices and solutions
by serving as living laboratories for
experimentation.

“Green research is an exciting
new frontier offering opportunities
for interdisciplinary collaboration.”

Mr Beh Kian Teik, 49, current
deputy CEO of NRF, will be ap-
pointed chief executive from Satur-
day.
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