ﬁ National University
of Singapore

Source: The Straits Times, pB8
Date: 1 August 2022

Incoming director of biomedical ethics centre
wants to help S’poreans arrive at right answers

GenaSoh

He does not see his job as telling
Singaporeans what the right way
forward is but to “enable them to
think more deeply for themselves
about what they believe the right
answeris”.

This is the view of Professor Ju-
lian Savulescu, who will become di-
rector of the Centre for Biomedical
Ethics (CBmE) at the NUS Yong
Loo Lin School of Medicine on
Aug 28.

Biomedical ethics can seem high-
brow, but Prof Savulescu tells The
Straits Times that it plays an essen-
tialrole in making decisions that di-
rectlyimpact people’s lives.

One salient example of a bioethi-
caldecision, he noted, is the imple-
mentation of vaccination-differen-
tiated measures.

“In the Covid-19 pandemic, some
countries decided that the need to
protect freedom and personal au-
tonomy would be outweighed by
the need to protect public inter-
est,” he said.

This can be seen in countries
that introduced penalties and re-
strictions.

Italyand Greece, for example, im-
posed fines on the elderly if they
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were not vaccinated.

While such curbs over the free-
dom to move could be seen as a
form of coercive vaccination, Prof
Savulescu said some countries con-
sider them justifiable under some
conditions.

However, he stressed that
though the science on Covid-19 is
clear, not all countries will make
the same ethical decisions because
each has its own value systems.

DIFFERENT VALUES

Science can tell you how many
people will die on this policy or
that policy, butitcan’t tellyou the
value offreedom and the value of
life.
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He said: “Science can tell you
how many people will die on this
policy or that policy, but it can’t tell
you the value of freedom and the
value oflife.”

Such questions on how much a
person or a country should value
freedom or life are another sepa-
rate ethical endeavour, added Prof
Savulescu.

He has been the director of the
Oxford Uehiro Centre for Practical
Ethics at the University of Oxford
since 2002, among other appoint-
ments he holds internationally.

Trained in medicine, neuro-
science and bioethics, the Aus-
tralian hopes that he will be able to
impress upon Singaporeans the im-
portance of ethics in hisnewrole.

“Every day, we make decisions
about how much we should care
about the climate or whether we
should choose electric cars over
petrol cars... All these questions
are ethical questions,” he noted.

“People like to hope that the
world will be simple and black and
white although it’s often very
grey,” he said, adding that an ethi-
cal education will help people de-
velop principles and reasons to be-
lieve the things that they do.

CBmE, which was established in
September 2006, studies issues of
broad international significance
with a particular interest in Singa-
poreanand Asian developments.

The centre’s key goal is to pro-
mote ethical practice in the con-
text of healthcare provision, bio-
medical science and health-re-
lated policy development.
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