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Supporters of
ruling party
Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf
holding slogans
on Saturday in
favour of their
Prime Minister
Imran Khan
during a rally in
Islamabad.
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Pakistan’s political future
at stake as Imran Khan's
first innings as PM ends

The country isalready
in election mode

ofthe Supreme
Court’s deliberations

Igbal Singh Sevea

For The Straits Times

Confronted by the prospect of
losing a vote of confidence, Prime
Minister Imran Khan dissolved
Pakistan’s Parliament on Sunday
and called for early elections. The
opposition has denounced thisas
unconstitutional and has filed a
petitionin the Supreme Court.
Separately, Chief Justice Umar
Bandial has, on his own accord,
takennotice of the political
developments that have unfolded.

actions will be deliberated uponin
the Supreme Court in the coming

isclear MrKhan's firstinningsas
prime minister has come toan end.
MrKhan's party, the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), came to
power in 2018, promising to build
a Naya Pakistan (New Pakistan).
However, its inability to deal with
rising debt and soaring inflation
hasled to disillusionment. He also
lost the support of the military,
which hasbeen extremely
influential in the political domain.
Therift with themilitary was
reflected in a public disagreement

the Inter-Services Intelligence spy
agencyin2021. Mr Khan’s call for
an“azaad” (independent) foreign

Pakistan’shumiliating relations

¢ withtheUS, further estranged his
: relations with the military.

~ i balance Pakistan’s relations with
whatever the outcome i Chinaand the United States,

i Within this context, an opposition
: coalition consisting of the

i Pakistan Muslim League

: (Nawaz)(PML-N), Pakistan

: Peoples Party (PPP), Jamiat

: Ulema-e-Islam (Fazl) (JUI-F) and
i the Muttahida Qaumi Movement
: (Pakistan) (MQM-P) claims to

i have acquired a majority in

: Parliament.

MOBILISING THE BASE

i Pakistanwill witness intense
i political contestationin the coming :
: months. IfMrKhan’s gambitis

i deemedtohavenot infringedupon
: the Constitution, elections will take
i placebyJuly thisyear. Evenifthe

: Supreme Courtrulesthatthe

: opposition must be allowed to hold
i theno-confidencevote, elections

: willhave to take place by August
Thelegitimacy of the government’s :
: already in electionmode. Over the
: pasttwomonths,various political
days. Regardless of the judgment, it :
: politicalbase through rallies,
i protests, press conferencesandthe :
: useofsocial media.

: the past week toshoring up his

i support base. While the PTThas

¢ lost the majority in Parliament, it
: retainsastrongandloyalbase.

: Indeed, in the midst of complex

i politicalmanoeuvrings, PTI

: emergedasthe big winnerin the
i localbody elections in Khyber

: Pakhtunkhwaa week ago.

i Tellingly, it performed well
overthe appointment ofthe chiefof :
i strongest support in this province.

corruption and political dynasties,
policy andrejection of, in hiswords, :
¢ religious symbolism, have won

Thelatter has been keen to

nextyear. In fact, Pakistan is

parties have been mobilising their

Mr Khan has devoted much of

against the JUI-F, which claims its
Mr Khan's message of fighting

together with hisappealto

him supportamong the middle

: classand younger Pakistanis. In

: his public addresses over the past
: week, hehasreiterated these

: issues. He has also presented

i himselfasalone figure fighting for :
¢ the pride and integrity of Pakistan
{ against foreign powers and their

¢ local conspirators.

While the PML-N, PPPand JUI-F

i arelooking to the judiciary to

! reinstate the Parliament, theyare
¢ nonethelessbraced foran early

i election. Afterall, there islittle that :
¢ binds these parties together apart
i from their opposition to the PTL

While the PML-N and PPP are

i rivals for power at the centre, the
: PPPand MQM-Phave fought

bitterly for influence in Karachi.

: Eachmember of'this coalition is

: aware that even if they were to

: form the next government by

i defeatingMrKhanina

: no-confidencevote, the alliance is
i likelytosplinterbefore the next

i constitutionally determined

i election. Thus, theyare alsogearing |
: uptofighttheirseparatebattles.

Lookingahead, it isimportant to

i keepan eye onthe role of the
: military and the Supreme Court
: and consider the impact of recent

political developmentsupon

: democratic processes.

i The upcoming election battle will
i beparticularly interesting as the

: military does not have any easy

: alliesthistime round. The PML-N
: and PPP have complicated

i relations with the military. While
: theyhave received patronage

¢ fromthe military, they also blame
: the army for destabilising their

i governments.

In the past few months, the

:military has signalled its intention
: toremain neutral. With the Chief
: ofthe Army Staffup for retirement :
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thisyear, it remains to be seen how
: detacheditwillstayinthe
: formation of the new government.

Onits part, the Supreme Court

i has againbeen thrustintoa

position where it will determine

: Pakistan’s political future. The

i judiciary has made fundamental

¢ interventions in the political space
: before. These interventionsrange
: fromruling General Pervez

i Musharraf’s actions as president

: tobeunconstitutional to

removing Mr Nawaz Sharif as

¢ prime minister. There have long

i been concernsthatitsauthority to
: take suomotonotice over

: parliamentary affairsand

¢ interventions could impede the

i development of democratic

: structures.

Finally, it is also worth

: considering the implications of

i the dissolution of Parliament

: itself. The government has

: invoked Article 5, which states

: thatloyalty to the state is the duty

of every citizen. In doing so, it

¢ essentially implied that the

i opposition members who filed the
: no-confidence motion have

i conspired witha foreign powerto
: actagainst Pakistan. Apart from

: beingaseriousallegation, thisalso
i questionsthe legitimacy of

2 : parliamentary processes.

: NOEASYALLIESFORTHEMILITARY :

: : witness a host of political

i negotiations, contestations and

: manoeuvrings. These will

: influence the future of democratic
i structuresin Pakistan and reveal

: the political direction in which the
i country willhead.

Inthe coming days, Pakistan will
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