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Q Cansocial movements change
behaviour or are they merely
reflections of changes in society?

whether two phenomena are
linked by causation, where one
affectsthe other, or correlation,
where they just tend to go
together. Economists are
especiallyinterestedin
quantifying causal effects and the
2021NobelMemorial Prize in
Economics was awarded for “the
analysis of causal relationships”.
Take women’s right to vote. In

women’s suffrage movements
advocating for voting rights.
However, itis difficult to establish
if the right to vote was caused by

were other factors, such asrising
incomes, thatled toboth the right
tovote and the social movements
advocating for this right.

If such confounding factors are

the changes thatare typically
attributed to social movements

these movements.

In ourresearch, we measured

: the causal effect ofarecent

: prominent social movement, the

¢ #MeToomovement, and showed
: thatitincreased thereporting of

¢ sex crimes to the police. Even

: thoughabout one in two womenin
¢ the European Unionandthe

: United States experience sexual

: harassment or sexual violence,

: most casesare notreported to the
¢ police. Furthermore, sexual

: assaultsare under-reported,

: compared with other assaults.

Our result shows that the MeToo

: movementhelped tackle this
: important problem.

A Social scientists often study :
: viralonOct15,2017, whena tweet
: by American actor Alyssa Milano

: encouraged people who had been
¢ sexually harassed orassaulted to

: write “Me too” on social media.

¢ Themovement quickly spread

: internationallyand had alarge

¢ impact onthe discourse around

: sexualmisconduct. However, it

¢ didnot spread everywhere and

: some countries initially had weak
many countries, this right followed :

The MeToo movement went

Or non-existent movements.
To ensure we were measuring

¢ the causal effect of the MeToo

: movementon the reporting of sex
¢ crimes, we make three

the suffrage movementsor if there :
¢ the number of sex crimesreported
: beforeand after the MeToo

¢ movement started. Second, we

: compared the reporting of sex

¢ crimesand non-sex crimes.
common, it is possible that most of :
¢ thathadstrong MeToo

: movements with countries that
would have occurred even without :

comparisons. First, we compared

Finally, we compared countries

had weak MeToo movements.
Thetechnique isan extension of

. the “difference-in-differences”

: method which was pioneeredin

: Economics by Professor David

: Card,a2021Nobel Laureate. The

. ideais to find suitable comparison
. groups which were not affected by
¢ the MeToo movement.

These comparison groups are

: crucial for the purposes of

. establishing the causality of the
: movement. Suppose thatthe crime :
. reportingincreasedaround

: October2017justasthe MeToo

: movementstarted. Such an

¢ increase could occur due to the

. movementor due toanother event
: thathappened around the same

: time. However, since we findan

. increase onlyinthereporting of

. sexcrimesand onlyin the

: countries thathad astrongMeToo
: movement, itismuch more likely

: thiswasdue to the MeToo

: movementand would not have

: occurred otherwise. In other

: words, the multiple comparisons

. allowus toisolate the causal effect
i of the MeToo movement from

. potential confounding factors.

Weuseddatafrom 31

: Organisation for Economic

: Co-operationand Development

: countries, covering 88 per cent of
¢ the OECD population to study the
: effect of the MeToo movement.

: We collected quarterly data on

: crimesreportedfor each country

: and measured the strength of the

MeToo movement based on

. Google search interest.

Using our three comparison

. groups, we found that the MeToo

: movementincreased the number

. ofsexual crimesreported by 10 per
. centin the first six months of the

: movement. Our result suggests the
. effectis persistent, at least over

: the15-month period of our study.

We estimate thatinthe 16

. countries with strong MeToo

: movementsinour data, 70,000

: additional sex crimes were

: reportedasaresultofthe

: movement during these 15

: months. We alsoused more

¢ detailed datafrom the US to show

: thatthe effectis presentacross
: socioeconomic and racial groups.

Ourresults confirm that the

i changesinreportingare not

: merelyareflection of changing

: normsinsocietybutalso that the
: movement hada directimpact on
¢ thebehaviour of individuals.

Reporting more crimes to the

. police is only one effect of the

¢ movement. Itislikely that the

: MeToo movement also changed

. other types of behaviour. Indeed,

: thereareindications ofan

. increased number of calls to

. helpline centres, more reports to

¢ university programmesanda

. higher share of victims discussing
¢ incidents with friends and family.

Inaddition to the increase in

: reporting, we find that the MeToo
: movementalsoincreasedthe

: number of arrests for sexual

: assault. We study the effect on

. arrestsinthe US where detailed

: dataisavailable. The increase in

. arrestsislikely to prevent repeat

: offenders from committing
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: further crimes. Arrests may also

: deter potential future offenders

: that could have otherwise

: committed sex crimes. This result
: suggests that MeToo movement

: notonlyincreased reporting, but
: mayalsohave decreased sex

: crimesinthe long-run.

Our paper shows that social

: movements can have important
: consequences. However, these

I consequencesarenot

: predetermined and hinge on the
: socialmovement bringing them
: about.

: ® Ro'eelevyisalecturerinthe School
: of Economics at Tel Aviv University.

: Martin Mattssonis assistant

: professorinthe department of

: economics at the National University
: of Singapore. Thisis a monthly series

: by the NUS department of economics.
: Eachmonth,apanel willaddressa

* topicalissue.If you have aburning

i questionon economics, write to

¢ stopinion@sph.com.sgwith"Ask NUS"
¢ inthe subject field.



