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Singapore researchers
studying effects of
mixing vaccine doses

Timothy Goh
Health Correspondent

Researchers in Singapore are
studying the impact that mixing
different Covid-19 vaccines, in-
cluding some not currently un-
der the national vaccination pro-
gramme, can have on the body’s
Immune system.

The Pribivac study will com-
pare the effect on individuals
given three doses of the same vac-
cine, including the booster,
against those given two doses of
the same vaccine and a different
one for their booster shot.

Details of the study were in-
cluded on the United States Na-
tional Library of Medicine’s data-
base of clinical studies - the
largest biomedical library in the
world.

The research is being spon-
sored by Tan Tock Seng Hospital
in collaboration with the Agency
for Science, Technology and Re-
search, Duke-NUS Medical
School, and KK Women’s and
Children’s Hospital.

It is being led by Dr Barnaby
Young of the National Centre for
Infectious Diseases (NCID), who
previously researched immune
response in vaccinated individu-
als with Covid-19 and the impact
oflong Covid-19 on patients.

Dr Youngisalso head of the Sin-
gapore Infectious Diseases Clini-
calResearch Network.

The latest study involves about
600 participants 21 years or
older, who had their second dose
of Moderna’s or Pfizer-BioN-
Tech’s vaccines at least six
months before enrolling. Among
other criteria, they must also not
have previously been infected
with Sars-CoV-2, which causes
Covid-19, or Sars-CoV-1, which

causes severe acute respiratory
syndrome.

Participants will be divided
into five groups.

Individuals in the first will re-
ceive a third dose of an mRNA
vaccine they had previously
taken, such as Moderna.

Those in the second group will
be given an mRNA vaccine that
differs from the one they previ-
ously took, which could mean a
combination of vaccines by Mod-
erna and Pfizer-BioNTech.

The remaining three groups
will be given a booster shot of a
non-mRNA vaccine.

While the US biomedicallibrary
did not specify what vaccines will
be administered, the study’s de-
scription stated: “This may in-
clude vaccines that have received
full or interim authorisation from
(the Health Sciences Authority),
are available under the Special Ac-
cess Route for vaccines that are
part of the WHO (World Health
Organisation) Emergency Use
List, or are currently under clini-
caldevelopment.”

The Straits Times understands
that the study may include Cov-
axin, a vaccine developed in In-
dia that received WHO emer-
gency-use listing late last year.

Covaxin is an inactivated virus
vaccine, which uses a version of
the virus that has been disabled
to teach the body to fight Sars-
CoV-2. It is not currently part of
the national vaccination pro-
gramme here.

China’s Sinovac-CoronaVac,
which also uses an inactivated
virus, received interim authorisa-
tion foruse here asa Covid-19 vac-
cine under the Pandemic Special
Access Route in October last year.

The study is expected to con-
clude in April next year.
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