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NUS keeps 3rd spot
among Asian unis,
NTU rises to No.

Tsinghua heads region’s top 10 list for third year
running in Times Higher Education ranking

Yeo Shu Hui

The Nanyang Technological Uni-
versity (NTU) has been ranked
fifth among Asia’s top universities,
while the National University of
Singapore (NUS) retained third
place in the latest rankings by
Times Higher Education.

NTU returned to the top five af-
ter finishing sixth last year as NUS
continued its stay in the top three.
Both universities have held top 10
positions since 2015. NTU was
No. 5in2018.

The top 10 universities in Asia
were dominated by those in China
and Hong Kong, with Tsinghua Uni-
versity and Peking University
clinching the first and second

spots respectively while the Uni-
versity of Hong Kong retained
fourth place.

Thisis the third year running with
Tsinghua University at the top.

Other universities on the list in-
clude the University of Tokyo in
sixth place, Seoul National Univer-
sity in ninth and Kyoto University
in 10th, having climbed two places
after ranking 12th last year,

This year's rankings, which were
released yesterday, comprise 551
universities from 30 countries and
regions, up from 489 last year.

Times Higher Education as-

Asia's top 10 universities
University

00 2020
name Country/region rank rank
Tsinghua University China 1 1
Peking University China 2 2
National University of Singapore  Singapore | ‘s 3
University of Hong Kong Hong Kong 4 4
Unarchy, SIGApere Singapore | e
The University of Tokyo Japan 6 7
Chinese University of Hong Kong Hong Kong 7 8
The H niversit
of Sc:m a l"ichmlagy Hong Kong 8 5
Seoul National University South Korea | 9 9
Kyoto University Japan 10 12

Souwrce TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION STRAITS TIMES GRAPHICS

sessed the universities based on 13
performance indicators grouped
into five areas: teaching (the learn-
ing environment), research (vol-
ume, income and reputation), cita-
tions (research influence), interna-
tional outlook (staff, students and
research) and industry income
(knowledge transfer).

Mr Phil Baty, chief knowledge offi-
cer of the publication, said the
higher number of participants high-
lights the competitiveness in Asia.
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He added: “It will be interesting
to see what happens in the region
over the coming years, and how
universities across Asia adapt to
the post-Covid-19 world.

“Despite the difficulties caused
by Covid-19, there may be an oppor-
tunity for Asian universities to at-
tract and retain more regional stu-
dentsand academic staff.”

NUS noted that the pandemic
has accelerated the push for univer-
sities to transform and enhance

their contributions to society.

An NUS spokesman said: “We
have been sharpening our gradu-
ates' competencies and preparing
them to be more agile and adapt-
able by intensifying our focus on in-
terdisciplinary, experiential and
cross-cultural learning, alongside
our efforts in lifelong learning ini-
tiatives.” The spokesman added
that NUS has strengthened its re-
search capabilities as it innovates
to find solutions to pressing local
and global challenges.

Professor Ling San, deputy presi-
dent and provost of NTU, said its
climb up the Asia University Rank-
ings was driven by its strong perfor-
mance in citations and industry in-
come indicators. Despite the pan-
demic last year, NTU remained ac-
tively engaged in industry collabo-
rations and research, such as devel-
oping rapid test kits.

“The university's achievement is
the result of the hard work and con-
certed efforts of the NTU commu-
nity to achieve the university’s mis-
sion and objectives. Educating and
training the next generation of
thinkers, innovators, leaders and
lifelong learners is central to our
mission,” said Prof Ling.
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