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Ex-senior minister conferred
highest civilian honour

S. Jayakumar, who served in Cabinets of all three prime ministers, heads list of National Day Award recipients

@ THAMYUEN-C,
SENIORPOLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

Former senior minister S.
Jayakumar, who served in the
Cabinets of all three of Singa-
pore’s prime ministers, headed
the list of recipients of the
National Day Award yesterday.

He was conferredthe Order of
Temasek (With High Distinc-
tion), the highest civilian hon-
our, for his “wide-ranging,
invaluable, andunique contribu-
tionstothe well-beingand secu-
rity of Singapore”.

The investiture ceremony,
postponed from last year, was
heldat the Institute of Technical
Education College Central, for
more than 500 recipients of the
higher honours. In all, a total of
5,472individualsin 24 awardcat -
egories received National Day
honours.

President Halimah Yacob
gave out the awards to recipi-
ents, who were reminded not to
shake hands, astandard precau-
tion amid the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

Guestsinthe audience, includ -
ing Prime Minister Lee Hsien
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President Halimah Yacob presenting Professor S. Jayakumar with the Order of Temasek
(With High Distinction). TNP PHOTO: CHONG JUN LIANG

Loong, Deputy Prime Minister
Heng Swee Keat as well as for-
mer prime minister Goh Chok
Tong and former president
Tony Tan, were subject to safe
management measures.

They had to undergo
Covid-19 rapid-antigen tests
and were seated a distance
apart.

PM Lee said in a Facebook
post after the event: “We post-
poned the ceremony last year
due to the pandemic, so I was
glad we could now present the

awards in-person, split over
two sessions for everyone’s
safety.”

Professor Jayakumar, 81, was
commended for having “given
hisentirelife tothe service of Sin-
gapore”.

He has served as a diplomat
and minister in a public service
career spanning more than 30
years, and was a key negotiator
and legal adviser on important
issuessuchasthe Defence Coop-
eration Agreement and Extradi-
tion Treaty with Indonesia and
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the Pedra Branca dispute with
Malaysia.

Ontheceremony, Prof Jayaku-
marsaid: “It wasanunusual per -
sonal experience because in my
30yearsasaminister, Iattended
this ceremony to witness others
getting awards.

“I'was immensely satisfied to
be in the company of so many
others from all walks of life who
have contributed in their own
ways, touchedthelivesof others
and helped our country.”

Otherswhoreceivedtophon-
ours were social service stal-
wart, Mr Koh Choon Hui, 79, as
well as one of the world’s fore-
most historians, Professor
Wang Gungwu, 90.

Ina Facebook post, President
Halimah said: “Our public ser-
vice officers deserve this recog-
nition and honour for their self-
less contributions to Singa-
pore’s development and growth
invarious sectors.

“I hope they will continue
with their service to Singapore
as we work towards the next
phase of nation-building.”
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