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i astradeand environment. They

: members, Singapore and Vietnam,
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: which Asean does not have. The
i AseanSecretariat, with fewer than
: 400 staff, is tiny compared with the

. The EUand its member states are
: theworld’s largest donor of
: development aid to the developing

: There are, of course, someissues on
: which Asean and EU have different
: perspectives. One suchissue is over

i more ambitious. They should not
i becontent with what they have
: already achieved. They should

i European Commission (EC)with  : countries. In2019, the collective  : theplight of the Rohingyas in : negotiate and conclude
: more than 23,000 personnel. : official development assistance : Myanmar. Due to the Asean ¢ expeditiously the Asean-EU Free
coordinator of the Asean-EU i Asean’sannual budget of about : (ODA) fromthe EUand its ¢ principle of non-interferenceinthe : TradeAgreementand the

relationship. Given the paucity of
literature on the subject, we have
decided to edit anewbook,

: US$20 million (S$27 million) is
: minuscule compared with that of
: the EU Commission, with a budget

: member states amounted to €75.2
: billion or US$89 billion,
: representing more than 55 per

. internal affairs of other states,
: Asean can only offer humanitarian
: assistance tothe Rohingyarefugees :

i Asean-EU Comprehensive Air
i Transport Agreement. The

conclusion of those agreements

3 : entitled Asean And EU: The Untold : ofaboutUS$180 billion. : centoftotal global aid. : butcannot confront Myanmaron : will bring new energy to the
For the Straits Times Story, which will be launched : . :  Theyarealsothelargestdonorof : therootcause of the problem. : relationship.
tomorrow. One of the featuresof ~ : 3. Dialogue partners : aidto Asean. The less developed :  TheEUhasnosuchconstraint.It : Lookingahead, the two sides

The United Nations marks its 75th
anniversary this year with amixed
record of achievements and
failures. One of thelessknown
success stories is the link between
the UN andregional organisations.
Article 52 of the UN Charter
refers, with approval, to regional

thebookisthatall its writersare
from Asean - comprising
diplomats, journalists and analysts
from universities and think-tanks.
In this essay, we wish to share 10
little-known facts about that
relationship, the many facets of
which are amplified in the book.

: The EUisone of Asean’s oldest

i dialogue partners. They entereda
: relationship in1972. This

i relationship was formalised in1977. :
: With the signing of the Asean-EC
: Cooperation Agreementin1980,
: therelationship has grown to

: encompasscooperation in many
: fields, including economics,

: membersofAsean,suchas
: Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and
: Vietnam, stillneed the help of ODA

intheir development. To fight

: Covid-19 and to mitigate its social

: andeconomicimpact, the EUhas

: pledgedto donate €800 million or
: US$946 millionto help Asean.

: hasoftenused tradeand

: developmentassistanceasan

: instrument to put pressure on

i countries toimprove theirhuman

: rights records. Asean believes in

: engagementanddoes notbelieve

: inusing sanctions. The EUis

: prepared to use sanctions when

. engagement fails to bring about the

. should step up cooperation on both
i oldand newissues. These include

: fighting against Covid-19vaccine

i nationalism, preventing the future

i occurrence of pandemics and

i threatstopublic health, promoting
¢ the growth of the digital economy

i and smart cities, and reinforcing

. cybersecurity.

arrangements, which support the 1. The similarities : development, political and 7.Freetradeagreement ¢ desired outcome. i Finally,itisimportant for the
purposes and principles of the UN. Thebiggest similarity between : security dialogue. : In2017, Aseanand the EUagreedto : : leadersof Asean and the EUto close
Aseanand the European Union are Aseanand the EUis that theyare i Thetwosideshaveagreed,in ¢ relaunch negotiations foran 10. Common values ¢ ranks and stand united against

two regional organisations which dedicated to maintainingpeacein : principle, to become “strategic : Asean-EUFree Trade Agreement. : andinterests ' protectionism, isolationism and
readily come to mind - both their respective regions. The EU : partners”. : AnFTAbetweenthemwillcreatea : Aseanandthe EUshare many i unilateralism. They should also
support the objectives of the UN by was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize : : combined market of more thana : common interests. They champion : champion freetrade, regional
maintaining peace in their in2012. We hope that one day : 4.Investments i billion consumers and would be i openeconomies, free trade and . integrationand multilateralism. By

respective regions, by preventing
armed conflict, by empowering
their citizens, and by raising the

Aseanwill also receive the Nobel
Peace Prize for keeping the peace
inSouth-east Asia.

: Asean’slargest foreign investoris
: not the US, China orJapan. It isthe
: EU.In2017, the EU held an

¢ warmlywelcomed by the business
: communities of the two regions.

Tobesure, there are difficult

: regional economicintegration.
: Theysupport the rule of law and
: therules-based international

. doingso, theywould continue
i living up to their mission of
: fosteringthe UN objectives of

standards of living of their peoples. Another similarity isintegrating : investment stockof-€337billion or issuesin such anegotiation. But, : order. They prefer multilateralism : maintaining peace and
Asean is the most successful the economies of its memberstates : US$398 billion in the region. The : with political goodwill, every : tounilateralism. They should . safeguarding the welfare of their
regional organisation in Asia. The into a single market. The purpose of : EU’s companies have been ¢ difficulty has a solution. Without . therefore work together in areas i peoples.

European Union is the most

integrationis to enhance the

. investing approximately €15 billion :

goodwill, every solution has a

: suchas climate change, digital

successful regional organisation in welfare of theirpeopleandtohave : orUS$17.7billionin Asean, : difficulty. : economy, smart cities, cyber stopinion@sph.com.sg
Europe and, perhaps, in the world. stronger negotiating power. The ¢ annually, since 2004. : . ! security, equitable access to :
Andyet, despite the many ties European single market has more : 8.0penskies : vaccines, publichealthand : ® Tommy Kohisan

thatbind these two institutions, the :

relationship between them islittle
known to the public.
Singapore is currently the Asean

than 450 million consumers.

The Asean economic community
hasmore than 650 million
consumers.

: 5.Trade

: Trade isbooming between Asean
: and the EU. The EUis Asean’s

: second biggest trading partner,

: Aseanand the EUare negotiating
: anAsean-EU Comprehensive Air
: Transport Agreement. The

: ambitionis to conclude an open

: pandemics preparedness.

Inthe 2020 ISEAS - YusofIshak

i Institute survey on the state of
: South-east Asia, the EUwas Asean’s
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