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NUS holds 25th spot
as NTU rises to 47th
Iin global ranking

NUS remains Asia’s third best; Tsinghua is
region’s Ist university to make world’s top 20

World's top
universities

Institution

1 | Oxford University
2 | Stanford University
3 | Harvard University
4

California Institute
of Technology

5 Massachusetts Institute
of Technology

6 | University of Cambridge

7 | University of California,
Berkeley

8 | Yale University
9 | Princeton University
10 | University of Chicago

25 | National University
of Singapore

47 | Nanyang Technological
University
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. The National University of Singa-
. pore retained its position as the
: world’s 25th top university and
. Asia’s third best, according to the
: Times Higher Education rankings
: releasedyesterday.

China’s Tsinghua University,

. Asia’s top university, became the
. first university in the region to
: breakinto the global top 20 when it
. was ranked by the higher educa-
. tion publication in 20th place.
: Peking University, ranked second
: inAsia, was placed in the 23rd posi-
. tionglobally.

The Nanyang Technological Uni-

versity (NTU) moved up one place
. tothe 47th position this year.

Times Higher Education had as-

: sessed universities on 13 perfor-
: mance indicators grouped into five
: areas: teaching (the learning envi-
: ronment); research (volume, in-
: come and reputation); citations (re-
Source: TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION
. outlook (staff, students and re-
: search); and industry income

search influence); international

(knowledge transfer).

Britain’s University of Oxford re-
tained its top spot for the fifth con-
secutive year.

It was followed by four universi-
ties in the United States — Stanford,
Harvard, the California Institute of
Technology and the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology.

Commenting on Tsinghua Uni-
versity’s rise, Times Higher Educa-
tion said the institution’s achieve-
ment is an indicator of the wider
positive movements in higher edu-
cation for mainland China, and the

Mr Phil Baty, chief
knowledge officer at
Times Higher Education,
said the pandemic heralds
huge challenges for
primarily western
universities, particularly
thoseinthe US and Britain,
"who facetheveryrealrisk
of losing significant
international student
talent, and the billions

of dollars in fees that

they bring".

rest of Asiainrecentyears.

Intotal, there are 16 Asian univer-
sities in the top 100.

Mr Phil Baty, chief knowledge of-
ficer at the publication, said the
trend of universities in Asia doing
betteris likely toaccelerate further.

He added that the coronavirus
pandemic heralds huge challenges
for primarily western universities,
particularly those in the US and
Britain, “who face the very real risk
of losing significant international
student talent, and the billions of
dollarsin fees that theybring”.

“While the universities at the
very top of the table, with long his-
tories of success and prestige, will
prove hard to unseat, these factors,
combined with the effects of a pos-
sible deep and long-lasting global
recession and its likely impact on
university funding levels, could her-
aldthe startofa dramatic rebalanc-
ing of the global knowledge econ-
omy,” he said.

NUS said it was heartened to be
ranked among the leading universi-
tiesin the world and Asia.

It added that, now more than
ever, universities play a critical role
as a conduit for learning and inno-
vation - to equip students, indus-
tries and countries for a post-coron-
avirus world.

Since the onset of the pandemic,
the university has been working on
Covid-19-related research, ranging
from rapid diagnostics, vaccine de-
velopment and accelerating digital-
isation efforts to create a multi-
modal, blended learning environ-
ment for its students.

NTU said the Times Higher Edu-
cationrankingis yetanother indica-
tor of its continued upward trajec-
tory in all the major global indexes.

This year’s ranking analysed over
86 million citations across more
than 13.6 million research publica-
tions and included survey re-
sponses from 22,000 scholars glob-
ally.
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