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No MMA background, but Sim wins Evolve Scholarship

© ADEENANAGIB

Sim Wen Fei may not be a war-
rior in the ring, but she has
proventobeawarriorinlife.

Despite not having experi-
ence in mixed martial arts
(MMA),the 20-year-oldunder-
graduatebecamethe firstrecipi-
ent of the $10,000 Evolve War-
rior Scholarshiplast month.

That, after overcoming sev-
eralhurdlesin pursuit of becom-
ing adentist.

The first-year dentistry stu-
dent from the National Univer-
sity of Singapore (NUS) was at a
crossroads when deciding
between her university majors.

She wasofferedafullscholar-
ship at the Singapore Institute of
Technology for physiotherapy,
which fully backed her studies,
provided free medical claims
and allowance of up to $1,000 a
month.

She did not receive a scholar-
ship for dentistry and would
have to fork out about $112,000
for the four-year course.

Sim comes from a humble
background. Her parents own a
fishballnoodle stallat Chai Chee
Avenue, where she helps out on
some weekends and during the
school holidays.

“It would have beenacomfort -
able life if I decided on physio-
therapy and very tough for den-
tistry,” she said.

“My parents told me to follow
my heart but it wasdifficult to...
because if I chose physiother-

Sim Wen Fei is not only the first recipient of the $10,000 Evolve Warrior Scholarship, but
she was also awarded a lifetime membership at Evolve. TNP PHOTO: LIM YAOHUI

apy, it would’ve beenmuch eas-
ier for themtoo.

Simchosethe harder pathand
iscompleting herfirst yearinthe
NUS.

Evolve MMA'’s vice-chair-
man WesleyDe Souza, 38, found
Sim to be most remarkable out
of over 200 applicants.

“Wewere blownaway by her.
She’s an exceptional human
being,” said De Souza, adding
thatit wasaunanimousdecision
among the senior board to
award Sim.,

When asked about needing
interest in martial arts to apply

for the scholarship, he said:
“None at all. Just an interest in
being special in life and wanting
toachieve your dreams.”

The scholarship for educa-
tionwasestablished in conjunc-
tionwith Evolve’s 10th anniver-
sary and is open to all nationali-
ties, schools and ages.

“We look at an individual’s
values. At Evolve, valueslike dis-
cipline, determination and war-
rior spirit are important.

“Thisisone ofthebetterschol-
arships for students because
thereisnobond. We want noth -
ingbackfromthem...but simply
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to help them unleash their
fullest potential.”

De Souza is also a living
embodiment of the Evolve
spirit, having worked hiswayup
theranksinthecompany.

He joined the sales depart-
mentin2014 and became the gen-
eral manager of Evolve Orchard
eight months later. After three
years, he was promoted againto
be Evolve’s vice-chairman.

IMPACT

He said: “We hope through
small things like (the scholar-
ship), we cancontinuetochange
the world and make animpact in
thelivesofdifferent people.”

Apart from the hefty cash
award, Sim was also awarded a
lifetime membership at Evolve.

Before, she found muay thai
classes to be too expensive but
took up her first lesson last
month under four-time world
championNonthachaiSit-0O.

“It was fun but, throughout
the warm-up, I struggled to put
on the hand-wrap,” Sim said
withalaugh.

De Souza assured her: “You
may not be achampion in muay
thai, but you are a champion in
life.”

adeenan@sph.com.sg

@ Applications for the Evolve Warrior
Scholarshipis opentill the end of the
yearand can be applied via their
website,
https://evolve-mma.com/scholarship



