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Second-year
student Bryan
Tan (left in
photo) and
fourth-year
student Yip Jie
Ying at Yale-NUS
College. Mr Tan
hopes to enrol
in the joint
computing
programme at
the National
University of
Singapore, while
Ms Yip is doing a
concurrent
master’s degree
programme at
the Lee Kuan
Yew School of
Public Policy.
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Yale-NUS students get chance
to go beyond liberal arts degree

Law, medicine, computing among degrees
offered in tie-ups with other institutions

AmeliaTeng
Education Correspondent

They may be liberal arts students at
Yale-NUS College, but their inter-
ests extend to unexpected fields
like computing and medicine.

In the last three years, about 10
per cent of each cohort in the col-
lege has enrolled in hybrid pro-
grammes which allow the students
to earn a master’s degree or double
degreesinashorter time.

Based on the liberal arts college’s
first two cohorts of graduates, about
15per cent ofits senior class went di-
rectly to graduate school in presti-
gious institutions like Harvard Uni-
versity and Oxford University.

Its first batch graduated in 2017,

Yale-NUS College has over the
years been offering more of such
programmes, starting with a dou-
ble-degree programme in law and
liberal artsin 2013.

Today, it has seven such tie-ups
with other institutions, such as a

five-year, concurrent degree pro-
gramme with the Lee Kuan Yew
School of Public Policy and a pro-
gramme with Duke-NUS Medical
School tostudy medicine.

Its latest addition is its concur-
rent degree programme with the
computing school at the National
University of Singapore (NUS),
which will startin August nextyear.

Students will study for an arts or
science degree at Yale-NUS while
earning a master’s degree in com-
puting in the later part of the five-
year programme.

Professor Joanne Roberts, Yale-
NUS College’s executive vice-presi-
dent of academic affairs, said it
started the joint programmes to of-
fer students more avenues for post-
graduate specialisation. The pro-
grammes are highly selective.

Each concurrent degree pro-
gramme takes in about three to five
students every year, while there are
about 60 students enrolled in the
double-degree programme in lib-
eral arts and law, which is offered to-

gether with the NUS law faculty.

Six students have been selected for
the programme with Duke-NUS Med-
ical School, which started last year.

Said Prof Roberts: “These are good
opportunities for our students toen-
hance their learning and also enable
us to connect the studyof science, so-
cial sciences and humanities, with
training in the professional fields.”

She said the college is constantly
on the lookout for new initiatives
thatareinline with industry trends.

For instance, it noticed anincreas-
ing interest from students to pur-
sue computing-related subjects
and postgraduate medical studies.

Prof Roberts said that in studying
liberal arts, students are exposed to
a broad range of knowledge and
techniques, which helps them navi-
gate their chosen fields of speciali-
sationlater on.

The hope is that graduates who
go on to study medicine, for exam-
ple, will be trained to think and rea-
son in a way that leads to an ex-
change of ideas and new solutions
inhealthcare.

Fourth-year student Yip Jie Ying
joined a concurrent degree pro-
gramme with Yale-NUS and the Lee
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy
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