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Information for Students on Exchange

University

University of Lausanne (UNIL)

Country

Switzerland

Academic Calendar

Semester 1 (Fall): September to December + 3-week final exam session in
January

Semester 2 (Spring): February to May +3-week final exam session in June
https://www.unil.ch/unil/en/home/menuinst/etudier/calendriers-
academiques.html

Exchange Duration

One semester. Students are encouraged to go for exchange in Semester 2
due to the overlap in academic calendar.

Language Proficiency
Requirement

For regular degree courses taught in French or in English: a level B2 in
French/English is strongly recommended. There is no specific test required,
but any proof of the level B2 would suffice.

For courses inside the School of French as a Foreign Language (EFLE), there
are courses taught in French offered at all levels, from total beginner to
proficient. https://www.unil.ch/unil/en/home/menuinst/etudier/mobilite-
et-echange/etudiantes-et-etudiants-internationaux/etudiantes-et-
etudiants-d-echange/etudier-a-lunil.html.

Course Information

Minimum workload per semester: students must be registered to a
minimum of 15 ECTS credits at the beginning of the semester (3-6 courses,
as most courses are worth 2, 3, 5 or 6 credits), but UNIL does not require
the students to actually obtain 15 credits at the end of the semester.
Maximum workload per semester: 30 ECTS credits

The regular semester workload for full-time undergraduate students as
determined by the Office of the Provost is 30 ECTS. Credits earned at the
host university may not be directly equivalent to NUS credits and you can
refer to the SEP Credit Transfer Calculator for information on units
exchange ratio at the host university. Please note that the actual number of
credits earned is subject to the units exchange ratio at the point of credit
transfer.

Course catalogue:
https://applicationspub.unil.ch/interpub/noauth/php/Ud/index.php?v lang
ue=en

Courses taught in English:
https://www.unil.ch/files/live/sites/unil/files/04-etudier/0405-mobilite-
echange/etudiants-internationaux/UNIL English courses 2025-26 vl.pdf
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Course restrictions:
https://www.unil.ch/unil/en/home/menuinst/etudier/mobilite-et-
echange/etudiantes-et-etudiants-internationaux/etudiantes-et-etudiants-d-
echange/etudier-a-lunil.html

Accommodation

The University of Lausanne does not currently have a hall of residence on
campus. However, it works closely with the Fondation Maisons pour
Etudiants Lausanne (FMEL), which welcomes over 3,000 students at 14
locations, mainly within the Lausanne urban area. UNIL cannot guarantee
housing for all exchange students, but priority is given to students from
non-European countries.

For more information, please refer to
https://www.unil.ch/unil/en/home/menuinst/etudier/mobilite-et-
echange/etudiantes-et-etudiants-internationaux/sinstaller-a-lausanne.html

And the “Practical guide for exchange students” in the following link:
https://www.unil.ch/unil/en/home/menuinst/etudier/mobilite-et-
echange/etudiantes-et-etudiants-internationaux/etudiantes-et-etudiants-d-

echange.html

Visa

To check whether you need a visa, depending on your nationality, please
see the Swiss Confederation website.

If you wish to stay in Switzerland for more than 90 days for study purposes,
you need to apply for a so-called “D” visa (or national visa) from the
diplomatic representation (embassy or consulate) closest to your home.
You must submit the application from your country of residence, before you
arrive in Switzerland.

A visa application takes between 2 and 3 months to be processed. You are
therefore advised to submit your application in June at the latest for the
start of the academic year in September (Fall semester) and in November
for classes starting in February (Spring semester).

For more information, please refer to
https://www.unil.ch/unil/en/home/menuinst/etudier/mobilite-et-
echange/etudiantes-et-etudiants-internationaux/sinstaller-a-lausanne.html

And the “Practical guide for exchange students” in the following link:
https://www.unil.ch/unil/en/home/menuinst/etudier/mobilite-et-
echange/etudiantes-et-etudiants-internationaux/etudiantes-et-etudiants-d-

echange.html
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Insurance

All full-time NUS students are covered under the university’s Student Group
Personal Accident & Medical Insurance and the Student Travel Insurance.
For more information on the university medical insurance, please refer to
https://myportal.nus.edu.sg/studentportal/student-insurance/all/.

Health insurance and accident insurance are compulsory for anyone living
or working in Switzerland.
https://www.unil.ch/unil/en/home/menuinst/campus/aides-et-
soutiens/assurances.html.

It is recommended that you purchase a comprehensive travel insurance for
the full duration of your stay abroad, including your personal travel
within/outside Switzerland. Please review your insurance coverages to
ensure that they meet your needs.

Students are strongly encouraged to assess the risk of their intended
activities and purchase supplemental insurance plans to ensure they are
adequately covered during their time abroad.

Useful Links

General information for exchange students:
https://www.unil.ch/unil/en/home/menuinst/etudier/mobilite-et-
echange/etudiantes-et-etudiants-internationaux/etudiantes-et-etudiants-d-

echange.html

Cost of Living:
https://www.unil.ch/international/insurance

School of French as a Foreign Language:
https://www.unil.ch/unil/en/home/menuinst/etudier/mobilite-et-
echange/etudiantes-et-etudiants-internationaux/etudiantes-et-etudiants-d-
echange/cours-de-francais-et-langues-etrangeres.html

Students can concentrate on French classes at the EFLE during their
exchange! There are full-time programmes available.
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