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It may therefore come as a surprise to you that the piece of jade from which this 

masterpiece was crafted, was initially considered to be flawed.  It had cracks and 

opaque patches and was of a variegated colour.   

 

Master craftsmen at that time typically chose flawless jade to work with, without 

cracks or excessive variation in colour.  So this piece of jade was initially considered 

too poor to be carved into a vase. 

 

But the artist who eventually worked on it saw its true potential – the cracks in the 

jade were used as leafy edges, and the opaque patches mimicked with remarkable 

realism the way frost changes the texture of the white stalk.  The colour variation 

from a translucent white to brilliant green was in fact perfect as stalk and leaves. 

 

Unfortunately, we don’t know who this master craftsman was, but he clearly had a 

keen eye for the possible, great imagination and boldness to break away from 

convention. 

 

 

Young Researcher & Outstanding Researcher Awards 

 

In these aspects, Art is akin to research.  Most notably, both require a high level of 

imagination and creativity.  George Bernard Shaw, the famous Irish playwright said: 

“Imagination is the beginning of creation.  You imagine what you desire, you will 

what you imagine, and at last, you create what you will”.   

 

Our two truly outstanding researchers honoured today, demonstrate the power of  

imagination – to think beyond what currently lies at hand, and to be creative in 

untangling the mysteries and complexities of science  – thereby, achieving 

extraordinary and beautiful outcomes.   

 

Prof Lim Chwee Teck combines with great creativity, approaches to human biology 

and mechanical engineering which have resulted in truly innovative ways to 

diagnose life threatening illnesses from small amounts of blood.  
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animal toxins, Parkinson’s and psychiatry.  They have also contributed in important 

ways to education and academic leadership either as deans or by establishing 

special programmes in their departments.   

 

On behalf of our University, I am very grateful to them for their leadership and 

achievements, and am delighted that they will have a continued close association 

with our University as Emeritus Professors.   

 

 

Outstanding Service 

 

A final lesson we can draw from our jade cabbage masterpiece is that boldness to 

break away from convention, coupled with talent and unique ability, can create 

remarkable and lasting value. 

 

Tonight we honour two truly exceptional individuals who have made a tremendous 

impact in Singapore and the world.  Both awardees have faced and surmounted 

many challenges.  In turn, they have also challenged conventional thinking, and 

through this, have worked powerfully and imaginatively for a better future. 

 

In Professor S Jayakumar, we have an illustrious statesman, an esteemed academic 

and a celebrated lawyer.  In his three decades of distinguished service to our 

country, Prof Jayakumar not only transformed Singapore’s legal landscape, he also 

led some of the most challenging assignments from national security to negotiating 

sensitive matters such as water, land and air issues with our neighbours.  We are 

also very proud of Prof Jayakumar’s long and deep association with our University.  

In 1964, he joined the Law Faculty and in just 10 years, was appointed Dean where 

he made many important contributions.  He earned a reputation as a kindly but firm 

mentor to faculty members, and was known as a teacher who encouraged his 

students to think about the policies and values underlying the law. 
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In so doing, they support the University’s raison d'être which is to create distinctive 

new value for the wider community – through transformative education, research and 

service.  

 

My heartiest congratulations to all our award winners and I wish everyone a most 

pleasant evening ahead. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

All images © National University of Singapore (unless otherwise stated). 


