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Professor Tan Chorh Chuan and Say Kwee Teck given top honours 
 
A*STAR gave out this year's National Science and Technology Awards last evening, 
honouring a total of 17 scientists. NUS Acting President Professor Tan Chorh Chuan 
and Seagate's Senior Vice President of Engineering Research & Development Mr 
Say Kwee Teck were awarded the highest honour, the National Science and 
Technology Medal. 
 
When interviewed, Professor Tan Chorh Chuan said, "I feel very lucky to be given this 
award. Singapore has been actively developing the biomedical sciences sector since 
2000.  I am deeply interested in this field and I'm happy to be able to be part of it."  
He is also the Deputy Chairman of A*STAR. 
 
He said that all those involved in the development initiative were outstanding talents, 
including former A*STAR and EDB Chairman Philip Yeo and A*STAR Chairman Lim 
Chuan Poh.  This award is the result of all their efforts as well. 
 
Mr Say Kwee Teck said that he was very honoured to receive the award.  He said, “I 
couldn't have done it without the help and support of my colleagues." 
 
Seagate designed the first locally produced hard disk drive.  The company's 2.5-inch 
vertical hard disk drive used in notebooks was an important milestone for the industry. 
 
Chairman of the award selection committee, Professor Lui Pao Chuen revealed that 
there were a total of fifteen nominations for this award, and of the two recipients this 
year, one came from the private sector while the other came from the public sector.  
Although their backgrounds are different, they both made important contributions to 
local research and deserve the acclaim. 
 
There are four categories in the National Science and Technology Awards, the 
National Science and Technology Medal, National Science Award, National 
Technology Award and Young Scientist Award.  This year's winners received their 
awards from the Minister for Trade and Industry Mr Lim Hng Kiang at a ceremony held 
at the Raffles City Convention Centre. 
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