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Smiles of happiness were all around as the new graduates donned on their robes and celebrated 
their achievement at the Commencement on 15 July 2014 at the University Cultural Centre. The 
NGS Alumni Club would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the graduands of the Class of 
2014, and at the same time extend a warm welcome to the new members of the Club! We would 
also like to thank the staff and faculty of NGS who have been indispensible in the PhD journey of 
all NGS students.

Congratulations

Class of 2014
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The annual

NGS Alumni Dinner 2014
It was a celebratory 25th July 2014, as the 7th batch of NGS students 
was welcomed into the NGS alumni family. As the attendees trickled in, 
there were smiles and laughter as everyone chatted in the relaxed 
ambience of the Nexus, and old friends took the opportunity to catch up 
with each other. New acquaintances were made as the new and old 
alumni members mingled and shared ideas about science and research. 
It was also a chance for the recently graduated to hear about working life 
andand career opportunities after spending so many years as students toiling 
in the laboratory.

The evening began with the appointment of new NGS alumni club 
executive committee members, with Priscilla taking over the reins from 
Peili as the President of the Club. After the introductory speeches by the 
leading ladies, the taste buds of the newly minted PhDs and members of 
the NGS alumni were treated with a 9-course buffet dinner. Everyone 
dug into the marvellous spread of culinary delights, with many helping 
themselves to another serving of the delicious treats.

AsAs the evening went on, adrenaline and excitement were aplenty, as 
many received their lucky draw prize winnings. There were cheers and 
groans heard at the same time as the lucky winners were announced. No 
one went home empty handed though, as goodie bags were given out to 
all who turned up.

Alas,Alas, the dinner came to an end and everyone bade goodbye to each 
other, with full stomachs and anticipation for the next chance to meet 
again. Many thanks to the organizing committee, as well as the NGS 
staff Gloria Chen, Vivien Li and Irene Chuan for a lovely evening.

By Daniel YIM
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message from the new 

president of the ngs alumni club
As the club enters a new year, it is with much anticipation that we welcome the new 
President of the Club, Dr Priscilla Ang. Dr Ang graduated from NGS in 2013 and quickly 
established herself as a motivated and charismatic member of the alumni. She is currently 
the Training Programme Manager at the Ministry of Health.

A heartiest welcome to the NGS Alumni Club!

AreAre you curious (or possibly anxious) about what entails after graduation? Which 
area of research should you focus on? What career path should you take? How to 
make the best of your Ph.D. experience and get a good economic return for the time 
spent in lab? I believe these questions will run through the minds of almost all NGS 
graduates, and that mental struggle probably forms our most distinct commonality, 
besides sharing the designation of a “Dr” in front of our names.

AtAt the NGS Alumni Club, we give our members the opportunity to connect with people from various academic 
backgrounds, professions and walks of life, people who have walked the talk, and people who can provide 
valuable resources for your career pursuits. As such, our mission has always been to make networking an asset 
to your career advancement. In addition, we strive to promote literacy not just in our own scientific field of 
knowledge, but also in family planning, childhood education, healthcare knowledge, financial management, and 
life’s luxuries by organising fun-filled activities and talks. 

UponUpon graduation, every NGS scholar automatically gains the entitlement of being our treasured Club member, 
a member of one big family which currently holds strength at 437. Just as a family unit bonds through 
transparency, commitment and trust, every Club member is of utmost importance to us. We treasure every 
member’s inputs, feedback and participation, which are the tangible and intangible cement that binds us 
together.

I wish that all NGS Club members will go from strength to strength as they progress in their career and 
contribute to nation building one way or another.

All the best in your career endeavours, and we hope to see you at our upcoming events oAll the best in your career endeavours, and we hope to see you at our upcoming events organised just for you!

With all good wishes,
Priscilla Ang

The leading ladies at the last NGS Alumni 
Dinner.

The NGS Alumni Club and its 
members would like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate Dr 
Ang on the arrival of her new 
bundle of joy Rachel. Take care 
and see you soon!
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A letter from Dr Teo
The Club has grown in leaps and bounds over the years, much due to the devotion of our outgoing 
President Dr Teo Peili. We would like to thank Dr Teo for bringing the Club to where it is today, a young 
but lively community of graduates.

It has been a wonderful three and a half years leading the NGS Alumni Club, watching it grow to an alumni club 
with membership of several hundreds. I started the Club from scratch, together with a few like-minded alumni, in 
the hope of uniting all NGS alumni through activities. Approval was quickly sought from then ED of NGS, Prof 
Li Baowen, who was fully supportive of an all-alumni driven alumni club. Seed funding was obtained from NGS 
through the help of Prof Li to register our club with Registrar of Societies Singapore and off we started as a young 
alumni club with only a membership of less than 80.

TheThe NGS Alumni club started with a few simple events such as postdoc experience sharing sessions, pub-night 
and alumni dinner, organized by our first events team led by Dr. Linda Lim. We also started our semi-annual 
newsletter with a very creative publicity committee led by Dr. Felicia Loe. Getting started and making ourselves 
known to fellow alumni was difficult, especially with me still in the US then. However, my team was determined 
to make the Club a success and within one year, we started seeing very encouraging take-up rates for our Club 
events, such as our annual alumni dinner, between new year bash and family day. These are all our signature 
events that are now well-attended by alumni members.events that are now well-attended by alumni members.

The main purpose of setting up the alumni club is to create a platform for alumni members to come together, have 
fun, share information and network with each other. Through active marketing and prudent financial management 
by our founding treasurer, Dr. Stanley Ng, a healthy kitty was built up over the 3.5 years that I have helmed the 
Club. I often liken the NGS Alumni Club to be a baby of mine. From conception to birth and to supporting it 
through the first 3 crucial years, I am glad that I have been through this wonderful journey. I am proud to say that 
the Club is now a healthy and great toddler, ready to take on more challenges. It is therefore time to hand the 
toddler to a new caretaker so that it can soar to greater heights. Dtoddler to a new caretaker so that it can soar to greater heights. Dr. Priscilla Ang, would be our new “mummy”.
 
I hereby wish Priscilla and her team great success in leading the NGS Alumni Club! To the fellow “parents” who 
helped conceived this wonderful baby and its caretakers who have worked hard over the years to bring it up, a 
great thank you to you!
 
Best wishes,
Peili

Peili, thank you so 

much for your efforts
 

in leading the alumn
i 

club for so many 

years. Your passion 

and effective leadersh
ip 

will be carried on by 

us...with the help of us...with the help of 

your advice :)
- Tong Seng

Peili, thank you for 
helming the NGS Alumni 
Club for its first three 
years. It has been a 
journey of discovery and 
we are glad to have been on 
the same team.

- Joan- Joan

Peili, congratulations 

for the great job in 

starting and growing 

the NGS alumni club 

with your strong and 

disciplined leadership! 

It has been an honour 

and privilege to serve and privilege to serve 

our alumni with you. 

Cheers!
- Yong Cheng

Heartfelt thanks
 to 

Peili for leading 
the 

Club. Working 

with you has bee
n a 

marvellous 

experience!
- Tanny

Peili, thank you fo
r building 

up a long-lasting 
home for 

all NGSers. We wi
ll carry on 

the cheerful cultur
e you 

created and will fo
llow your 

steps to make it be
tter and 

better!
- Liu Sha- Liu Sha

Really appre
ciate 

your great le
adership 

and dedicati
on in the 

past!! we wil
l pass on 

your legacy
 and let 

the club grow
 further!

- Feng Ling
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NGS Alumni Club AY13/14 & AY14/15
The NGS Alumni Club (NAC) has witnessed another successful year (AY13/14), attributable to the time and 
great efforts by the NAC executive committee headed by Dr Teo Peili. The NAC conveys our heartfelt gratitude 
to all executive committee members of AY13/14 for the alumni events organized, sponsorships raised, and 
publications produced. In recognition of the contribution by the committee members, certificates and tokens of 
appreciation were awarded to the AY13/14 committee members during the NGS Alumni Dinner 2014 by the 
Guest of Honour, NGS’ associate director, Ms Gloria Chen. For AY14/15, the NAC leadership will be handed 
overover from Dr Teo to Dr Ang, details of which are covered in a separate article in this issue. We would also like 
to thank the outgoing committee members for their support for the Club, at the same time welome the new 
members to the team. To a fruitful year ahead!

By POH Yong Cheng

NGS Alumni Dinner 2014: Some committee members posing for the camera!

Be part of the team bringing to you opportunities to keep 
in touch and network with fellow NGS alumnus. Drop us 

an email at ngs.rsvp@gmail.com!

JOIN US!
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Gin Thye Cake Maker has a 50 year history in Singapore.
Starting from a kampong business and expanding to 423 Sembawang Road, we use hand-made method to 
make our Traditional Teochew wedding pastries (伍色糖 Wu Se Tang,老妈糕 Lao Ma Gao，老公饼 Lao 
Gong Bing, 大烙饼 Da Lao Bing), Traditional Cantonese wedding pastries (四色饼 Si Se Bing), as well as 

Traditional Hokkien Wedding (纸红包 Red Packets). 
Mr Lim is second Generation entrepeneuMr Lim is second Generation entrepeneur, growing Gin Thye with a fusion of Chinese and Western 

confectionery .

Tel : 6257 1566 
Tel: 6899 6929 
Tel: 6255 6362 
Tel: 6396 8472 
Tel: 6458 0206 
Tel: 6449 4684

Our Branches In Singapore:
423 Sembawang Road S(758392)
Blk 152 Bukit Batok St 11 #01-264 S(650152)
Blk  513 Bishan Street 13 #01-504 S(570513)
66 Kallang Bahru #01-491 S(330066)
632 Ang Mo Kio Ave 4 #01-964 S(560632)
Blk 539 Bedok North St 3 #01-645 S(460539)Blk 539 Bedok North St 3 #01-645 S(460539)

LOOK OUT 
FOR THESE 
EXCITING 
EVENTS!
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