
A Chat With Dr Tam Wai Leong



As cliché as it sounds, time really does fly! It seems only yesterday that we all embarked on our (arduous) journey 
toward obtaining our Ph.D. Ten years later, we gathered at a cosy little restaurant, "Carnivore" at Demsey Road for 
our scholars' anniversary dinner. The food, mostly meat (surprise, surprise...) was excellent, and the free flow salad 
was just as good. However, all that paled in comparison to the awesome company that we shared together! It's 
amazing how divergent the paths we all have taken. Some have remained and succeeded in their scientific careers, 
whilst others have chosen to leave the lab and research behind to take on new challenges. Some have even come 
fullfull circle and joined academia, mentoring and training our future scientists! It would be most interesting to see the 
fruition of their efforts another ten years from now...

Throughout the evening, much of the conversation centred around budding careers and family life, a stark contrast 
to the moaning and groaning of research woes years ago. In fact, there was a conspicuous absence of most mums 
and dads in our cosy get together - testament to how all our lives have changed over the past ten years. It was not 
so very long ago that the allure of great food and drink (of the alcoholic sort of course) would have been incentive 
enough to have a nice get together. 

Despite the modest turnout, there was no lack of laughter and lively conversation that evening. No topic was taboo, 
and ranged anywhere from the philosophical and introspective, right down to the bawdy and ludicrous. Due to our 
busy and disparate schedules, many of us rarely (if ever) have the time to meet up with each other outside of work 
and family life. Thus, the get together was a welcome opportunity for us to catch up with each other, and renew old 
acquaintances. 

PerhapsPerhaps the most striking feature of the evening that exemplifies how we have progressed in our lives (or 
"matured" as some might prefer to call it...) was when our little gathering dispersed. We met on a Friday evening, 
specifically chosen since the majority would not be working the following day. Despite the convenient timing, the 

evening ended fairly early shortly 
after 9 o'clock, as most us were eager 
to return to husbands, wives, and 
kids. What would be exciting to see 
wouldwould be another gathering a decade 
from now, when all would be 
comfortably settled in their careers 
and personal lives. It would be 
awesome to see everyone and their 
families attend! Till then, all the best 
to everyone from the class of 2003!





After a long day at the laboratory, it was a refreshing stroll 
from Biopolis to the Star Vista to join the NGS Alumni 
Club at the annual gathering of scholars in celebration of 
the New Year. As I arrived, the merrymaking had already 
started, for three tables at a cosy corner of Brotzeit were 
already taken. Without a moment to waste, I squeezed 
myself in together with a bunch of old NGS buddies, 
many whom I have knew for amazingly over 10 years! many whom I have knew for amazingly over 10 years! 

Brotzeit German Bier Bar & Restaurant, like its name suggests, serve huge half-litre German beers, 
satisfying sausages and sour cabbages. Lubricated by good creamy beer, with old NGS buddies like 
Pauline, Mei Hui and Valerie, we chatted away about our latest happenings in work and life, as we 
indulged in our sumptuous and perhaps sinful dinners. So much had changed over the 10 years we knew 
each other since the NGS graduate days. We were now all scattered in different places, but all still 
somewhat involved in science. We went around cheering the others and saying hellos, to new and old 
alumni alike.

AsAs the evening revelry came to an end, a surprise in the form of ang baos for all was distributed by the 
events coordinator, Qihui. Last by not least, the gathering rounded up with the final lucky draw, with 
Tanny winning the top prize of $50! Smiles were all around as everyone bade goodbye to each other and 
went off with full stomachs, looking forward to the next opportunity to meet up. Many thanks to the 
events committee of the NGS Alumni Club for organizing this party.



This newsletter was prepared by the NGS Alumni Club Publicity 
Sub-committee with support from NGS staff.

Find us on Facebook and keep updated on upcoming events at: 
https://www.facebook.com/ngs.alliance
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