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The coronavirus pandemic
presents a chance to build a new
narrative for Singapore, as the
search continues for exactly what
defines the soul of the nation, said
panellists at a Singapore Perspec-
tives forum yesterday.

Veteran actor and former Nomi-
nated MP Janice Koh said: “We've
been living with narratives about
our nation-building that are post-
colonial, post-1965.

“We can now forge a new narra-
tive that resonates with the
younger generation of Singapore-
ans. They have a chance to write
that as their struggle, as how they
have built resilience and fortitude
in this time.”

She added that the essence of
Singapore could be captured in
the way Singaporeans make sense
of their collective experience and
past perceptions of the landscape
and living together. “It is where
we feel most at home, that we are
closest to in our hearts,” she said.

Professor Audrey Yue, who
heads the department of commu-
nications and new media at the Na-
tional University of Singapore’s
Faculty of Arts and Social Sci-
ences, offered a definition centred
on both traditional and everyday
culture.

“Singapore is a land of old and
new migrants. Through our ances-
tors...we continue to maintain tra-
ditional cultures, but also mix
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them with new practices and
meanings,” she said. “This is im-
portant to the essence of who we
are as a rich multicultural nation
with diverse ethnic groups.”

Everyday culture, on the other
hand, is manifested through the
likes of shared family values and
language. “For example, Singlish
is quintessentially Singaporean -
it is the soul of the nation, in a
way,” noted Prof Yue.

For Dr Munidasa Winslow, a psy-
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chiatrist and chief executive of
Promises Healthcare, a clinic fo-
cused on mental health and addic-
tions, the answer lies in a sense of
community.

“We saw that during Covid-19.
Within the first few weeks of the
lockdown, psychologists, various
ministries started putting to-
gether teams manning hotlines
for anybody who needed to just
call and talk about their feelings,”
he said. “You can feel that what-
ever Crisis comes at us, we’re go-
ing to get throughit.”

An outside view was shared by
Mr Asahi Takano, partner and
Asia-Pacific head at Portas Con-
sulting, a global management con-
sultancy that promotes sport and
physical activity.

“One of the things that always
struck me in Singapore is going
into shops and trying to buy some-
thing, and an auntie or uncle in
that shop would actually dissuade
you because it’s cheaper (at a
shop) down theroad,” he said.

“It’s something I've not come
across in many places and, to me,
that hints at a certain Singaporean
notion of solidarity — this idea of
looking after each other and not
wanting any of us to get ripped
off.”

Added Mr Takano, who was
bornin Japan and raised in Britain:
“That cuts to a lot of the things
that Singapore is renowned for, in
terms of multiculturalism and the
focus on well-being and equality
across society.”
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