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NUS plans to keep students
within zones on campus

University intends to
reopen its 3 campuses
in Aug but minimise
intermingling

SandraDavie
Senior Education
Correspondent

The National University of Singa-
pore (NUS) is planning to reopen its
campus for the new academic year
on Aug 10. It will hold some classes
on campus, and others online.

To minimise intermingling of stu-
dents, it intends to divide its cam-
puses into different zones. Stu-
dents and faculty will have to keep
within their designated zones for
all activities, including attending
classesand eating at canteens.

Those taking cross-faculty mod-
ules that require them to step out-
side their designated zones will
have to take the courses online.

Under the plans being drawn up,
the university will be divided into
five zones. The Kent Ridge mega
campus, with a population of about
40,000, will be split into three
zones, while the Bukit Timah and
Outram campuses will form the
other two zones.

The seven student halls, five resi-
dential colleges and two student res-
idences, which hold about 10,500
students, will also be split up into
zones. This means that if students
share a zone on campus, they will
alsoshare azone in the residences.

With bigger classes being taught
online, no more than 50 per cent of
the students are expected to be on
campus onany one day.

NUS president Tan Eng Chye said

that unlike some overseas universi-
ties that have announced plans to
keep campuses shuttered and offer
only online learning, NUS has been
working on a plan to give students a
partial on-campus experience.

Hesaid: “We see great value in giv-
ing our students a vibrant campus
experience, and we are doing every-
thing we can to ensure that this is
doneinasafeand careful way. Mea-
sures such as safe distancing, tem-
perature declaration, contact trac-
ing and more will be put in place as
we take a phased approach to pro-
gressively resuming campus opera-
tions.”

He said the plan being drawn up
takes into account the Govern-

ment’s Covid-19 guidelines. Hence,
when the Government adjusts its
plans, so will NUS.

NUS senior deputy president and
provost Ho Teck Hua said that al-
though student numbers on cam-
pus will be halved with some cour-
ses going online, there is stilla need
tokeep students within zones.

“We have used data analytics in
our planning and brought in public
health experts to ensure that our
students can come back to campus
and still be safe. The data on stu-
dent traffic shows that there are
some spots in NUS that are very pop-
ular, including the arts and social
sciences faculty canteen. If we al-
low students to go anywhere they
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want, then we will have too many
congregating in some of these
places, and it won’t be safe.”

It would be easier to just shut
down campuses and get everyone
to take classes online, as some over-
seas universities have done, Profes-
sor Ho said, giving the example of
the University of California.

“But we believe in the benefits of
an on-campus, student-centred ed-
ucation,” he added.

On extending zoning to hostels,
he said: “There is no point in doing
this on campus, but allowing them
tomix freelyin the halls. It would de-
feat the whole purpose of zoning.”

Professor Tan has held virtual
town hall meetings with faculty and
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Students who
are on campus
when the
university's
new academic
year starts on
Aug 10 will not
be able to
mingle freely in
the way that
they used to.
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staff to encourage them to rethink
how higher education can be
done differently.

He said: “The Covid-19 pan-
demic has been a ‘reset’ button for
higher education. At NUS, this has
led to the acceleration of our digi-
talisation efforts. We've had to
adapt quickly, moving our classes
and exams online.

“Rapid innovations developed
in response to these challenging
times, such as new ways of teach-
ing and learning, could well be-
come the new normal for univer-
sity education in Singapore and
around the world.”
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