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OnMarch 4, the 83 members of the
coordination committee (CC) of
the World Intellectual Property
Organisation (Wipo) chose

Mr Daren Tang of Singapore over a
candidate from China by a vote of
55to 28 for the post of
director-general (DG).

considered by Wipo's General
Assembly in May. Ifendorsed by
the General Assembly, Mr Tang will
be the first Singaporean elected to
head a United Nations agency.

Wipois a UN specialisedagency
created in1967 “to encourage
creativity, toimprove the
protection of intellectual property
throughout the world”. Ithas193
members, Itadministers 26
international treaties. It earns very
substantial revenues from the fees
it collects from facilitating the
processing and registering of
designs, trademarks and patents.

Historically, Wipo can trace its
roots back to the 1883 Paris
Convention for the Protection of
Industrial Property, the 1886 Berne
Conventionand the 1891 Madrid
Agreement.

Wipo's importance is growing
because the world economy is
being driven increasingly by
innovation and creativity. It is not
anexaggeration to say that, for
some countries, their most
important economic resource is
their inventions, innovations and

property (IP).

ELECTION OF THE
DIRECTOR-GENERAL

The head of Wipo's secretariat, the
DG, is elected once every six years.

The current DG, Dr Francis Gurry
of Australia, will step down in
September,after12 years.
Singapore put forward Mr Tang,
chiefexecutive of the Intellectual
Property Office of Singapore
(Ipos), tosucceed him.

Nine other countries had also
nominated candidates for the post.

This was the first time that
Singapore had put forward a

¢ together on the legal dispute

: between Singapore and Malaysia

: over Pedra Branca.Iwas the agent
: of Singapore. Mr Tang rendered

¢ valuable service to the team, both

: inpreparing our written

¢ submissions and in the oral

: arguments at the International

: Court of Justice at The Hague.

of Ipos in 2015. During the past five
: years, he has transformed Ipos into
: aninnovationagency.

: of IPtogrowour economy, to
creativity - thatis, their intellectual :
: smalland medium-sized
: enterprises to expand their
: businessand create jobs.

: chairman of the standing

: committee on copyright and

¢ relatedrights. Heis therefore very
: familiar with Wipo.

candidate toheada UN agency.

Ipos was established asa

statutory board in 2001. Its
: mandate is to use its IP expertise
: and networks to drive Singapore’s

future growth, and to build
Singapore asa hub where
nnovative enterprises use IPand

intangible assets to grow.

Iposis highly regarded forits

¢ cutting-edge programmes,

: competence, efficiencyand

: pro-business policies. Its academy
: trains Singaporeans and the

: nationals of Asean and other

¢ countries.

Singapore isregarded as having

: thetopIPregimeinAsiaandoneof :
: thebestglobally, makingusa

: credible country tooffera

: candidate for the Wipo post.

The CC’s recommendation willbe :
: SINGAPORE'S CANDIDATE

: The candidate we putup was

: MrTang, whom I have known
: forabout 20 years. Heisan

: excellentlawyer, a skilful

: negotiatorand a consummate
: diplomat.

I'was Singapore’s chief negotiator

: forthe free trade agreement with
: the United States. Although

: MrTangwas thenavery young

: teammember, I appointed him to
: beone of ourlead negotiators in

i tradeinservices. He did very well.

We subsequently worked

He was appointed chief executive

His agenda is to harness the use

supportinnovation, and to help our

At Wipo, he has been the

He has avision for Wipo. His

: visionis towork withall 193

: member countries and help them
: touse IP to meet their national

: priorities.

Mr Tang is intellectually brilliant,

¢ yethumble, He is open-mindedand
: consultative. He isa consensus
¢ builder. He understands the points

: ofview of countriesin the north

: andinthe south, inthe eastand in
: thewest. Heisable toactasabridge :
¢ andunitea diverse family. He has
i the qualities of a good leader.

i THEELECTION PROCESS

: Theprocesstoelect the DG has

: several steps. The first step is for

: the193 member states to nominate
: their candidates. At the close of

: nomination, there were 10

: candidatesaltogether.

Singapore was the second

i country to nominate its candidate,
: after Kazakhstan.

The second step is the “beauty

: parade”, whichwas held at Wipoin
: February. By then, two candidates
i had withdrawn, so the eight

: remaining candidates were invited
¢ tomake presentations to the Wipo
: familyin Geneva, andrespond to

i their comments and questions.

The third stepis for the CC to

elect one candidate. By March 4,
: only five candidates remained in
i therace.

The fourth step is for the General

Assembly toapprove the candidate, :
: recommended by the CC, in May.

Inthe first round of voting, the

¢ results were:
: « Singapore: 37 votes

= China: 19 votes

: » Ghana: 16 votes

: + Colombia: sevenvotes

i« Peru:fourvotes

: After the first round of voting, Peru
: was eliminated, and Ghana and

i Colombia withdrew. In the second
: and final round of voting, the

: resultswere:

.+ Singapore: 55 votes

¢ » China:28votes

: UK, U.S.MEDIA REACTIONS

: The Financial Timesand The New
: York Times have reported the

: electionof Singapore’s candidateas :
: a“big win for Washington” and as
¢ “avictory for the Trump

¢ administration”, respectively.

Why did the British and

: American media get the story so
: wrong? I think it was for two
i reasons.

First, because they suffer froma

¢ big-country complex and cannot
: imagine howa candidate froma
: small country could have defeateda :
: storyis that, sometimes, a small

! country can have more credibility
¢ andsupport than a bigger country.

candidate froma big country. They

: therefore jumped tothe conclusion
: thatSingapore’s victory must be
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Singaporean was picked

¢ due to the Americans. :
¢ Weare,of course, very grateful to :
i the US for its support. However, we :
: arenotan American proxy. :
i Wearealsonotanti-China. China :

is our largest trading partner,and

The USis Singapore’s largest

i foreign investor,and Singapore is
: theUS’largest Asian investor,

Singapore enjoys very good

¢ relations withboth the USand
: China. Singapore’s foreign policyis !
i tobe close toall the major powers,
i butnot to be aligned with any of

: them.

Two months later, on Nov 29,

Singapore was elected to the
: council of the International
: Maritime Organisation for the 14th

consecutive term. The moral of the

i SUCCESS OF

: SINGAPORE'S CAMPAIGN

¢ The success of Singapore’s

: campaign was due to the following
: seven factors.

First,Mr Tang’s candidature had

: the support of the Prime Minister,
; ministersand the whole of
: Government.

One of our ministers, Mr Edwin

Tong, went to Geneva tolead
: Singapore’s campaign.

Second, an effective lobbying

: campaign wasorchestrated by

: Iposand the ministries of Law,

: Tradeand Industry and Foreign
¢ Affairs.

Third, the Ministry of Foreign

: Affairs sent four of its best veteran
: ambassadors, namely Ms Karen

¢ Tan,MrT.Jasudasen, Mrs Mary

: Seet-ChengandMr A. Selverajah, as
i special envoys to 21 countries

: around the world, to ask them for

: theirsupport.

Fourth, our ambassadorsand

i non-residentambassadors worked
¢ hard to persuade the countries they
: areaccredited to, to support

: MrTang's candidature.

Fifth, Singapore’s mission in

i Geneva, where Wipoislocated, was
i extremelyactive in engaging other
: missions and in soliciting their

i support.

Sixth, my colleague Stanley Loh

and I hosted a number of working
¢ lunches tointroduce Mr Tang to the
i diplomatic corps in Singapore.

Seventh, and finally, Mr Tang

himself travelled extensively and
! visited 27 countries and spoke to
¢ three regional groups.

His fluency in Chinese and his

¢ sincerityin learning French were
i assets. Alotof the credit must be
: - : given tohimand to his special

: Mr Daren Tang, the first Singaporean chosen to be director-general of the World Intellectual Property Organisation, a :

: specialised agency of the United Nations, speaking to the media in Geneva on March 4. PHOTO: EPA-EFE :

adviser, Mr Geoffrey Yu,a

i Singaporean diplomat who had
¢ previously served as deputy DG of
: Wipo.

CONCLUSION
In conclusion, I would attribute the

i success of the campaign toelect

Mr Tang as the first Singaporean

i DGofWipotothreereasons.
Singapore is China’s largest foreign :
¢ investor. :

First, he is the best qualified of

: the10 candidates for the post.

Second, he comes froma country

¢ thathasanimpeccable record on
¢ 1P,

Third, Singapore maybe a small

¢ countrybutit has many friends in

the world.
This is the result of the good work

: ofourleadersand diplomats over
: thepast55years.

Second, they were unaware of the :
: success of Singapore’s diplomacy.

¢ Forexample, on Sept 28 last year,

¢ Singapore was re-elected to the

i council of the International Civil

¢ Aviation Organisation for the sixth
¢ consecutive time.
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* Professor Tommy Koh, rector of

¢ Tembusu College, National University
: of Singapore, was Singapore's

i permanentrepresentative tothe

: United Nations from 1968 to 1971,and
¢ from1974 to 1984.He was president

: oftheThird UN Conference onthe

i Lawofthe Sea(1980t01982),and

: chaired the preparatory and main

i committees of the UN Conferenceon
: Environment and Development (The
 “Earth Summit”) from 1990 to 1992.



