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Leaders to design policies with S’poreans

DPM Heng, Govt studying
how to further help
lower-income citizens

@ LIMYANLIANG,
ASSISTANT POLITICALEDITOR

Amidchallengessuchasinequal-
ity and economic disruption,
the fourth-generation leader-
ship is determined to build a
future of progress and prosper-
ity for Singaporeans, said
Deputy Prime Minister Heng
SweeKeat yesterday.

Mr Heng, who is expected to
take over as Singapore’s next
leader in the coming years, also
painted a vision of how he and
his colleagues intend tolead the
country. Their approach hinges
ongoingbeyond workingfor Sin-
gaporeanstoworking withthem
indesigning policies and imple-
mentingthem.

He also hinted that plans are
afoot togivemorehelptolower-
income Singaporeans.

“We are now studying how

Deputy Prime Minister Heng Swee Keat at the Institute of Policy Studies’ annual Singapore
Perspectives conference. TNP PHOTOS: KUA CHEE SIONG

we can better help lower- and
lower middle-income Singa-
poreans, including current and
future seniors, to meet their
retirement needs in a sustain-
able way,” said Mr Heng, who is
also Finance Minister.

More help will also be givento
workers - like those in their 40s
and 50s - to upskill, with the
Government putting in place
the next phase of SkillsFuture,
headded.

“Iwill provide more detailsin
the coming Budget.”

Speaking at the Institute of
Policy Studies’ annual Singa-
pore Perspectives conference,
MrHenginvited “all Singapore-
ans to work with us, and with
each other” to tackle the chal-
lenges facing the nation.

Just as the founding leaders
fostered a sense of nationhood
through policies such as home
ownership that gave the people
a stake in Singapore, Mr Heng
said the Singapore Together
movement launched last year
“will be our new cornerstone of
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nationbuilding”.

For instance, new platforms
havealreadyengaged Singapore-
ans on ways to improve work-
life harmony and encourage
household recycling, said Mr
Heng.

Singaporeans are being inv-
olvedinthe development of Sin-
gapore’s landscape such as the
Somerset Belt, the Geylang Se-
raicultural precinct and parks.

“What we see forming is a
new model of partnership
between the Government and
Singaporeans in owning, shap-
ingandacting on our future,” he
toldanaudience of students, aca-
demics and policymakers.

“In this process, government
agencies are learning to develop
and deliver policy solutions in a
more collaborative manner.”

This collaborative approach
is Singapore’s way forward in a
world marked by differences
anduncertainty, he said.

Henoted that many countries
haveseentheir politicalconsen-
sus fracture over the past
decade, brought about by

changes such as technological
disruption, growing inequality
and ageing populations.

Singapore is not immune to
these divisive forces and there
were hints of this in some of the
publicdiscoursearound foreign-
ers,he added.

Amidthese disruptive forces,
a strong sense of unity is key to
keeping Singapore successful,
the samewaythe founding politi-
calleadersbeat thelong oddsfac-
ing the Republic in the early
days, said Mr Heng.

“We must reject extremist
viewsthatwillfray our socialfab-
ricandbediscerning about false-
hoods and irresponsible prom-
isesthat cannot be fulfilled.”

Thatis why giving Singapore-
ans a bigger role in shaping pol-
icy willhelpthem appreciatethe
trade-offs involved and distin-
guish truth from falsehoods, he
said.
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