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National University

New NUS think-tank to
examine legal issues in tech

of Singapore

Centre to work with local and global partners on regulatory questions linked to Al, data analytics and robotics

@ HARIZBAHARUDIN

In the hope of promoting inter-
disciplinaryresearchintechnol-
ogylaw, the National University
of Singapore (NUS)hasopeneda
research centre for legal issues
surrounding artificial intelli-
gence (Al), roboticsanddataana-
lytics.

The new Centre for Technol-
ogy, Robotics, Artificial Intelli-
gence and the Law (Trail) will be
a think-tank under the faculty
of law.

Itwasofficiallyopenedyester-
day by Senior Minister of State
for Law and Health Edwin Tong.

NUS said the centre has
started researching the regula-
tory questions connected to the
deployment of Al, information
technology, data analytics and
roboticsinthe practice oflaw.

It is also examining privacy

and data protection issues from
the perspectivesof computersci-
ence andlaw, and plans to probe
the legal and ethical issues sur-
rounding biotechnology.

The launch was held at an
international academic confer-
enceondataprivacyat NUS.

Speaking at the conference,
Mr Tong said Trail will be able to
work with partners locally and
globally to produce valuable
research and policies that will
benefit societies in the rapidly
growing digital age.

“The increasingly rapid pace
of technological developments
in fields like artificial intelli-
gence, predictive analytics,
Internet of Things and autono-
mousvehiclesmeansthelaw has
torespond even more quickly,”
he added.

MrTongoutlinedseveralchal-
lenges presented by technologi-
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cal advancement and how the
Government has approached
them. One of them has been in
setting regulations that balance
theneed to protect public inter-
est with promotinginnovation.
The Government, hesaid, has
respondedbyrolling outregula-
tory sandboxes in areas like
transportation, fintech and
healthcarethat allowfor experi-
mentation within controlled

boundaries.

Another challenge lies in how
technology has allowed bad
actors to create, disseminate
and profit from online false-
hoods.

Mr Tong said Trail has an
important role to play with
regard to research and thought
leadershipinthe field of law and
technology.

The research unit consists of
12 academic fellows, including
NUS law faculty dean Simon
Chesterman.ItisledbyNUSlaw
faculty’s Associate Professor
Daniel Seng, whoisitsdirector.

He will be assisted by two
deputy directors — Professor
David Tan from the faculty of
law, and Professor Chang Ee-
Chien from the School of Com-
putinginNUS.
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