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One of the advantages of having
lived abroad is that you are able to
compare the behaviour of
Singaporeans with that of people in
other cities and countries.

Singaporeans behave very well in
many areas of life. However, when
it comes to driving, our behaviouris
quiteatrocious. [ describe below the
seven bad habits of the Singapore
driver.

1.SPEEDING
Singapore is full of Lewis
Hamilton-wannabes. The Singapore
driverloves speed. Heignores the
speedlimit and races from traffic
light to trafficlight. He will
accelerate his car even when he can
see that the trafficlight aheadis red.
TheSingapore driver hasan
addiction to speed. The situation
has got worse since the arrival of
Formula One!

2. OVERTAKING

The second bad habit of the
Singapore driver is the impulse to
overtake the car in front of him.
This could be due to our kiasu

mindset. We must always stay
: ahead of the competition.

In Singapore, you have to watch

: out for cars overtaking you from

he right, whichis legal, as well as
carsovertaking you from the left,
which is notlawful.

The Singapore driver will

: overtakeyou even when it makes

i nosense to do so.Thave often

: encounteredasituationin whichl
i amapproaching a traffic

¢ intersection andIintend to go

i straight. The driver behind me

¢ intends to make a left turn. He will
: overtake me and force me to slow
¢ down so that he can make that left
: turn. Insuch asituation, it makes

i nosense for himto overtake me.

i 3.BEATING THEREDLIGHT

i Asweapproachanintersection, we
: are supposed to slow down and stop
¢ when the traffic light changes from

i greentoamber,and then tored.

Most Singapore drivers tend to

i accelerateas theyapproacha

i trafficlight,and beating the red

¢ light without being caught seems to
: beanational sport.

The danger is that when a driver

¢ proceeds too soon after the traffic

: light has turned green, he may have
i acollisionwitha car thatis

i speeding throughared light.

I know of one case when such a

¢ collisionresulted in a fatality. An

nnocent child, sitting in the front

: passenger’s seat, was killed whena
¢ car, speeding through ared light,

¢ hit the car driven by the child’s

: father which was proceeding

¢ lawfully through a green light.

: 4.NEVERGIVEWAY

: Sometimes, through no fault of your

¢ own,youfind yourselfinalane

: whichisblocked by anobstacle.
You put on your indicator that you :

: wish to turnrightinto the nextlane.

Inmany cities, the driver in the

: nextlane will slow downandgive

: youabreak. In Singapore, instead of
: givingyouabreak, the driversin the
: nextlane will acceleratein order to
i preventyou from filtering into the

¢ nextlane.

Isthisalso apart of our kiasu

¢ syndrome? The mindset seems to
: be thatweliveinahighly

1 competitive world and there is no
: place forkindness or courtesy. Itis
¢ every man for himself.

i 5.POTONG JALAN

i Potongjalan,in Malay, means “to

: cutqueue”, incolloquial terms. In
¢ colonial Singapore, the practice of
i potongjalan was common because
: there were many gangsters, thugs
: and members of secret societies,
¢ and the police were weak.

Post-1959, the norm is everyone
queuesupand nooneisallowed to

: jump the queue. The exception is on
: ourroads. Itis very annoying towait :
: patientlytomakea turnand tobe

: confronted by cars which have cut
¢ inlineandinsistoninserting

: themselves intoyour lane.

Thepolice should stamp out this

bad practice which violates our
: senseoffairplayand the rule of law.

! 6.POORPARKING
i Some Singapore drivers have
¢ developed some bad habits when
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parking their cars.T have seena car
: parkedin the middle of two spaces.

Oneday,ata carpark neara

market, I saw a well-dressed lady,

drivingan expensive car, parking

¢ her carinahandicap space. I went
: over to her and politely told her to
: parkher caratoneof the other

: empty spaces. She told me to mind
: myown business. Ishould have

¢ takenaphotoof her car and putit

¢ onmy Facebookpage.

Onanother occasion, Ihad

¢ parked my car in the middle space
: atapubliccarpark. When I

¢ returned, I found that another car

: wasparked so close tomy car that I
: couldn’topenmydoor. Thisisa

: classic example of selfish

: behaviour. The driver of the

: neighbouring car had given himself
¢ toomuchroomtoopenhis doorand
: given menoroom toopenmine.

After waiting fruitlessly for some

: time for the other driver to return, I
¢ decided to enter my car by the

: passenger’s door and managed,

¢ with some difficulty, to getinto the
¢ driver’s seat. Thelesson learnt is

: thatweshould always park our cars
¢ inthe middle of the space.

¢ 7.USING THE INDICATOR

: Theseventhbad habitofthe

: Singapore driver is his reluctance to
: use hisindicator.

Veryoften, Iam faced with the

¢ choice of joining a lane which is for
: carsturning right as well as for cars
¢ going straight, or alane for cars

: goingstraightonly. Thereisa carat
: thehead of the lane which could go
¢ both ways. Since he hasnot

: switched on hisindicator to makea
: right turn, Iassume that he is going
: straight. However, when the traffic
¢ light turns green, he turns on his

i indicator tomake aright turn.

You feel frustrated as you could

: have joined the nextlane and wish
: thathehad putonhisindicator
¢ earlier.

My plea to our driversis to turn on

i theirindicators earlyif theyintend
: tomakearight turnoraleft turn. Itis
¢ anactof courtesy to other drivers.

: CONCLUSION

i Thereare,of course, many good,

: considerate drivers onourroads.
: Theabove seven bad habits,

i however, are traits easily seen on
: ourroads every day. I write thisin
¢ the hope that we canallreflect on
¢ our bad habits and correct them.

The Singapore driverisaspeed

¢ fiend now, but he canlearn to drive
: appropriately. He may be selfish

i andlack courtesy, kindness and

i civic-mindedness today.

But T hope he, or she, learns to

i giveway toothersstuckinlanes,
: makes a conscious effort to park
: considerately, signals early, and
: avoids cutting in.

Our driving mannersreflect who

: weare asapeople. Surely we can

i improve on the bad habitsand, inso
. doing, help create a more pleasant
i drivingenvironment for all.

stopinion@sph.com.sg

* Professor Tommy Kohis
¢ rector of Tembusu College,
i National University of Singapore.



