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Two graduates made of stern stuft

 LAKEISHALEO

National University of Singa-
pore (NUS) student Noor Loic
Satar did not always do well in
school.

The 26-year-old described
himselfasa “terrible student”.

Healsohadhisshareofobsta-
cles and difficulties, such as
when he lost his mother to can-
ceratagell.

Mr Loic remembers he was
almost suspended from school
twice in secondary school, but
things changed after his disci-
pline master gave him a
wake-upcall.

Mr Loic then put an effort into
his studies and did so well that
his school offered him a spot in
the Expressstream.

But he chose toremain in the
Normal (Academic) stream.

Hecontinuedtoexcelin Singa-
pore Polytechnic, winning
awards and scholarshipstofund
hisstudiesthere.

Mr Loic juggled studies and

o

part-time work. He even
worked every day in his second
last semesterin NUS.

Hetold TNP hehad wanted to
do it on his own, and he also did
not want tonot put any financial
burden on his family.
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Hishardworkeventually paid
off.

Mr Loic will be graduating
with a Bachelor of Business
Administration (Marketing)
with Honours (Highest Distinc-
tion)on Tuesday.

He credits his late mother as
his source of motivation.

Said Mr Loic: “She always
told me values were important,
suchasrespect and humility.

“Even if you are doing well,
don’t forget where you came
from.”

Foranotherstudent, MissJas-
mine Goh, balancingstudiesand
sportswasnoteasy, butshegrad-
uated with a Bachelor of Social
Sciences with Honours - Com-
munications and New Media
(Highest Distinction)last week.

AWARD

Miss Goh, who was offered the
NUS Sports Scholarship, also
earned the Athlete of the Year
Award (Distinction) at the NUS
Student Life Awards2019.

The 23-year-old told TNP
thatshe hasalwaysloved sports,
especially handball.

Miss Gohremembersthelow-
est pointin her life waswhen she
fractured her left forearm in
2017 during a handball match
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between NUS and Nanyang
Technological University.

She was unable to play hand-
ball for three to four months,
and sheevenmissed anopportu-
nity to go to a training camp in
Japan.

Miss Goh said: “(The threat
of) losing the scholarship was
secondary. I was more worried
thatIcouldn’t playhandball any-
more.”

But with the support of her
friends and teammates, she
bounced back and also became
captain of the NUS handball
teaminherfinalyear.

Shefeltthatthetitleisatesta-
ment of what she went through.

Miss Gohiscurrentlytraining
for a competition in August and
also for the Singapore Handball
Open tournament at the end of
theyear.

Shesaid: “Handballisasport]
have loved, and I don’t see
myself stopping any time soon.”
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