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Many Singaporeans have heard
ofleukaemia, the most common
form of cancer in children in the
world and in Singapore. But
what about paediatric brain
tumours?

According to Dr David Low,
Adjunct Assistant Professor at
Duke-NUS Medical School, a
lot of the research over the last
few decades have focused on
leukaemia but not so much on
brain tumours.

He told The New Paper:
“Research on brain and solid
tumourshaslaggedbehind, lead-
ing to lower success rates in
their treatments compared with
leukaemia.”

This lack of awareness
inspired students from the
Duke-NUS Medical School to
launch the Paediatric Brain and
Solid Tumour Awareness
(PBSTA)eventin2014.

PBSTA Day aims to increase
public awareness of the chal-
lengesfacedbytheaffected chil -
dren and their families.

The fifth anniversary of
PBSTA Day was held on Satur-
day last week with 60 children
and their families gathered at
theMarinaBarragetocommem-
orate theevent.
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Duke-NUS students hold fifth Paediatric Brain and Solid Tumour
Awareness Day to increase public awareness of the cancer

Can children sufter
from brain tumours?

Dr David Low (far right in grey shirt) with students and volunteers who ran the event. PHOTO: DUKE-NUS MEDICAL SCHOOL
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Mr Mark Goh Sen Liang, 27,
oneoftheeightsecond-year stu-
dents who ran the event, told
TNP that his decision to cham-
pionthiscausearose partly from
hisseven-yearvolunteerexperi-
ence at camps organised by the
Shaw-NKF-NUH Children’s
Kidney Centre.

Hesaid: “Thaveseenhow psy-
cho-social support, on top of
medication, can change how
children deal with their ill-
nesses.

“Throughthisevent, Thopeto
beabletoform thesamecommu-
nity around this group of chil-
dren.”

Founder of PBSTA Day and
Duke-NUS alumnus, Dr Joshua
Chua, sharedthat when heiniti-
ated the event, there was not
much support for children with
paediatricbrain tumours.

He said: “They often have to
walk this path without signifi-
cant support from outside their
immediate family and friends.”

DrChuahopesthese continu-
ingeffortswillmove other Singa-
poreanstoadvocatefortheinter-
ests of the affected families and
develop support for non-profits
such as the Brain Tumour Soci-
ety.
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