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Year-long trial for self-driving bus at NUS from March

@ ZHAKIABDULLAH

From March next year, a self-
driving shuttle bus will be mak-
ingits wayaroundthe campus of
theNational University of Singa-
pore(NUS).

Transportoperator Comfort-
DelGro said yesterday that it
will carry out ayear-long trial of
the EZ10 autonomous shuttle,
together with French start-up
EasyMile, which will provide
thevehicle,and automotivedis-
tributor Inchcape, whichisfund-
ing the project.

EasyMile is running a similar
trial of its shuttle on a 1.2km
route in Forus, Norway, while
ComfortDelGrois taking part in
data collection and operations
modelling for two autonomous
vehicle(AV)trials here —on Sen-
tosa and Jurong Island -
throughsubsidiary SBS Transit.

The shuttle, which can carry
15 passengers, will ply a 1.6km
route between Heng Mui Keng
Terrace and Business Link in
NUS.

The trial would be conducted
in “real mixed traffic condi-
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The autonomous shuttle will ply a 1.6km route around the NUS campus from March as part of a year-long trial. PHOTO: EASYMILE

tions” withothervehicles, Com-
fortDelGro said, with a safety
engineer on board the shuttle to
ensuresafety.

Itwillnot ferrypassengersini-
tially but focus on collecting
dataforitsmapping andnaviga-
tionsystems.

It will take passengers only

“once the trial management
team is satisfied that the shuttle
is ready for commuter trials”,
said ComfortDelGro, adding it
isconsidering acommercial ser-
viceif thetrialissuccessful.
“We believe the experiences
gained fromthese trials will help
us gain greater insight into how

to become an AV fleet operator
intheyearstocome,” said Com-
fortDelGro group chief execu-
tive Yang Ban Seng.

Inchcape Singapore’s manag-
ing director Jasmmine Wongsaid
the trial could be a “pivotal pro-
ject” initseffortstoinnovate.

Autonomousvehiclesarealso

“We believe

theexperiences
gainedfrom
thesetrials will
help us gain
greaterinsight
into howto
becomean AV
(autonomous
vehicle) fleet
operatorinthe

yearstocome.”

- ComfortDelGro group chief
executive Yang Ban Seng

being tested in the one-north
business district, the Nanyang
Technological University cam-
pusand Sentosa.
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