Source: The Sunday Times, Front Page & pA11
Date: 14 October 2018

EANUS
ﬁ National University
of Singapore

Conservationists set out Blue Plan
to preserve marine landscape

LEARNING TOVALUE MARINE TREASURE

The amazing marine biodiversity
that thrives along our shores and
inour watersis somethingwe
should treasure and be proud

Plan, including biologists, geogra-
phers, environmental lawyers and
representatives from non-govern-
mental organisations.

The 220-page plan was presented
to Second Minister for National De-
velopment Desmond Lee yesterday

alecturer at the NUS department of
biological sciences.

Dr Jaafar said that the previous it-
eration of the Blue Plan was much
shorter and focused primarily on
the protection of coral reefs.

A year after it was launched, the

Govt will work with the marine
community to realise common
goals in ground-up initiative

Linette Lai

Conservationists have drawn up an
extensive new plan to preserve
more of Singapore’s marine land-
scape - from mangroves and sea-
grass meadows to coastal forests
and coral reefs.

Responding to the ground-up
initiative, the Government has said
it will see how it can work with the
marine community to realise com-
mon goals.

The third iteration of the Blue
Plan makes six recommendations,
including improved laws to protect
marine environments, formalised
management systems for these
areas and sustained funding for
long-termresearch and monitoring
programmes.

It also advocates better coordina-
tion between agencies and re-
searchers, further measures to pro-
tect Singapore’s remaining marine
habitats and the inclusion of infor-
mation about such habitats in the
school curriculum.

More than 100 people contrib-
uted to the latest edition of the Blue

at the National University of Singa-
pore (NUS). Mr Lee is also Minister
for Social and Family Development.

“The amazing marine biodiver-
sity that thrives along our shores
and in our waters is something we
should treasure and be proud of,”
Mr Lee said, noting that progress
has been made since the second
Blue Plan waslaunched in 2009.

“We will approach the proposals
in this Blue Plan with the same
spirit of collaboration and open-
ness,” he added. “The agencies will
study the recommendations in de-
tail and see how we can work with
the marine community to realise
some of the common goals.”

Mr Lee said that apart from fund-
ing marine research, the Govern-
ment will expand outreach and edu-
cation efforts to help Singaporeans
better appreciate the country’s bio-
diversity. “You cannot protect what
you don’t love, and you can’t love
what you don’t know,” he said.

The first Blue Plan was drawn up
in 2001, with the second one follow-
ing eight years later. This year’s in-
stalment was led by five marine biol-
ogists, including Dr Zeehan Jaafar,

of... You cannot protect what you

don’tlove,andyoucan'tlove

whatyou don't know.

pD

SECOND MINISTER FOR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT DESMOND
LEE, who said outreach and education efforts will be expanded
to help Singaporeansbetter appreciate the nation's biodiversity.
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The living reefs of Pulau Semakau. Protecting habitats
like this is a goal. PHOTO: RIA TAN/WILDSINGAPORE

National Parks Board led a five-year
effort to conduct the first Compre-
hensive Marine Biodiversity Survey.
In 2014, Sisters’ Islands were desig-
nated amarine park as part of efforts
toprotect Singapore’s coral reefs.

“But, in the past decade, there has
been ashiftin our research capabili-
ties tolook at other marine environ-
ments that are equally important,
but not so front-and-centre as coral
reefs,” Dr Jaafar said. “As a result,
we decided to relook some of the
previous recommendations and for-
tify them.”

One of those who worked on this
year’s Blue Plan was Ms Samantha
Lai,29,a PhD candidate at NUS spe-
cialising in seagrass research. She
wants stronger legislation to pro-
tect the environment. “Marine habi-
tats are part of our natural her-
itage,” she said. “Theyare asmucha
part of our history as any building
we have built, and we have so little
left of it that we need to protect
whatthereis.”

linettel@sph.com.sg
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Semakau — not just a landfill, but full of life

New Blue Plan by conservationists contains
six recommendations to protect such habitats

Linette Lai

For many Singaporeans, Pulau Se-
makau is just an offshore landfill.

But at low tide, one will find the
island as well as the waters around
it teeming with life, said marine biol-
ogist Huang Danwei.

“You will see many mangrove
trees and animals that live on these
trees, and if you go seaward you will

see a very luxurious growth of sea-
grasses,” said Dr Huang, an assis-
tant professor at the National Uni-
versity of Singapore’s biological sci-
ences department. “If you go out
even more, you will see a reef habi-
tat with lots of corals.”

Protecting marine habitats like
Pulau Semakau is a goal of the third
Blue Plan, which was drawn up by
conservationists like Dr Huang, pre-
sented to Second Minister for Na-

tional Development Desmond Lee
yesterday.

It contains six recommendations
to protect such habitats in Singa-
pore. Among them is a proposal that
the coastal areas of certain islands
be designated as marine reserves.

These include Pulau Semakau and
its neighbours Pulau Hantu and Pu-
lauJong, as well as Pulau Satumu and
Pulau Biola. It also includes Pulau
Ubin, which is home to Chek Jawa,
one of Singapore’s richest ecosys-
tems where a variety of different
habitats can be found.

The plan also suggests that the wa-
ters around Lazarus, St John’s and

Kusu islands be made no-fishing ar-
eas as they are established sites for
coral nurseries.

The latest Blue Plan states that:
“Although marine habitats in Singa-
pore are fragmented and small,
these sites are eachunique and host
high diversity.” For example, the
tinyislands of Pulau Satumu and Pu-
lau Biola have a wide variety of
coralsand other marine organisms.

The Blue Plan notes that protect-
ing the waters around these islands
is “urgent as there are signs ship
grounding have destroyed portions
of these reefs”,

The movement to protect marine

habitats in Singapore has come a
long way in the past few decades.

Speaking to the audience at yes-
terday’s event, veteran marine biol-
ogist Leo Tan recounted his strug-
gle to get Labrador Nature Reserve
designated as a protected area
many years ago. “I started on a
lonely journey in the 1970s trying to
save one 300m stretch of rocky
beach in Labrador,” Prof Tan said.
“It took 30 years before it was legis-
lated as anaturereserve.”

In the 1980s and 1990s, non-gov-
ernmental organisations initiated
efforts to survey and conserve Sin-
gapore’s coral reefs.

The first Blue Plan was produced
in2001and the second in 2009.

This year’s 220-page Blue Plan is
the most extensive yet, with more
than 100 contributors from various
fields. Mr Lee, who is also Minister
for Social and Family Development,
yesterday emphasised the impor-
tance of grounding such conserva-
tion efforts in science.

“Only by understanding the ma-
rine ecosystems and their complexi-
ties better, can we develop sustain-
able solutions to manage and main-
tain them,” he said.

linettel@sph.com.sg
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More measures
to protect marine
habitats

Inclusion of information
about marine habitats
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between agencies
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