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Multiculturalism must not be
taken for granted: Iswaran

€ YASMINEYAHYA, SENIOR
POLITICALCORRESPONDENT

Singaporemust signalitsreso-
lute commitment toupholding
diversity, promoting toler-
anceandopposingdiscrimina-
tion, amid the divisiverhetoric
that has emerged around the
world, Minister for Communi-
cations and Information S.
Iswaransaid yesterday.

Speaking at a forum on eth-
nicidentity and culture organ-
ised by the Institute of Policy
Studies (IPS) and OnePeo-
ple.sg, he said this was one of
the ways Singapore can build
on its “multiculturalism
project”, which is still a work
inprogress.

Inaddition, everyindividual
must be able to cultivate a
sense of belonging that tran-
scendsethnicidentity, hesaid,
and develop a deep and gen-
uine interest in Singaporeans
of other ethnicities.

The country must encour-
age greater social mixing
between different ethnic and
cultural groups, so that people
can naturally forge strong
bonds regardless of race, lan-
guage orreligion, he added.

MrIswaran pointedtoasur-
vey on race relations con-
ducted by IPS and Channel
NewsAsia in 2016, which

found that whilealmost all Sin-
gaporeans felt that people
fromallraces shouldbetreated
equally, 60 per cent had heard
racist comments and more
than 40 per cent held negative
stereotypes about different
races.

“While we can take pride in
what Singapore has been able
to accomplish as a multicul-
tural nation, we cannot take it
for granted nor presume that
the workis complete,” he said.

Whenit comestotheindivid-
ual’s ability to hold both a
strong ethnic and national
identity, Singapore seems to
be doing relatively well, he
noted, citing another study by
IPS and CNA last year.

That study found that 49
percent ofrespondentsidenti-
fied with both their ethnic and
Singaporean identity simulta-
neously, compared with 35 per
cent identifying more with
their Singaporeanidentity and
14 per cent identifying more
withtheirethnicidentity.

However, Mr Iswaran
added that this national iden-
tityisincompleteif Singapore-
ansdonot haveakeenapprecia-
tion of fellow citizens who are
culturally different fromthem-
selves.

yasminey@sph.com.sg

Source: The New Paper © Singapore Press Holdings Ltd. Permission required for reproduction.



