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Born blind, Mr Steven Tanus,
24, is the first visually impaired
student to attain a Bachelor of
Music degree at the National
University of Singapore (NUS).

He willreceive his degree this
monthwith10,866 othergradu-
ates. Commencement cere-
moniesforthe NUS class 0f2018
willbeheld fromJuly12to19.

Speaking to The New Paper
while seated next to a grand
piano at NUS’ Yong Siew Toh
Conservatory of Music concert
hall, he said: “Idonot wanttobe
known as just a good blind
pianist. I want to be known as a
good pianist who happens to be
blind.”

Encouraged to learn music
when he was four years old, he
had formal piano lessons only at
16.1t was only after he met Mr
Stephen Tamadji, a renowned
pianistin]Jakarta,in 2012 that he
fell in love with the instrument
hedescribes asan entire orches-
tracontainedinabigbox.

Now, he learns pieces by ear
and through memory, taking an
average of two months to learn
eachnew piece.

For that, he thanks his friends
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and teachers at the Yong Siew
Toh Conservatory for their
patience.

Hesaid: “Itisasmallandinti-
mate community. Everyone is
willing to help. When I feel dis-
couraged, my friends tell me
they would not be able to play
the way they do if they closed
theireyes.”

Mr Tanus has won medals at
international piano festivals in
Vienna and Tokyo in competi-
tionsheldforpeople withdisabil -
ities, but he dreams of one day
competing on a level playing
field with other pianists.
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He is thinking of pursuing a
master’sinpianoin Europe.

MrM Thirukkumaran, 25, will
also be graduating this month.
He had scored 173 points for his
PSLE and was sobadin his stud-
ies that his school almost kicked
him outin Secondary 2.

He said he once scored one
out of 50 for an algebra test in
Sec3.

But thanks to his mathemat-
icsteacher,Mr Tan ThiamBoon,
he topped his class for the next
testthat year.

Mr Thirukkumaran will now
graduatefromNUSwithaBache-
lor of Sciencein Business Analyt -
ics with highest distinction. He
will also address his peers as the
valedictorian at his graduation
ceremony.

Mr Thirukkumaran is also the
recipient of a scholarship
awarded by the Ministry of the
Environment and Water
Resources, where he hopes to
tacklesocial problemsrelated to
theenvironment.

Next year, he will pursue a
master’s in computer science
overseas, possiblyat the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh.
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