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New council on ethical use of Al

It will work with Infocomm Media Development Authority on ethical, legal development and deployment of artificial intelligence

@ LESTERHIO

Should a self-driving car, in an
attempt to protect everyone in
thevehicle, veer off theroad and
into the sidewalk - potentially
knocking into pedestrians - to
avoid a collision with another
car?

If achatbot run by a company
starts spewing racist or offen-
sive messages because it was
exposed to online trolls, should
the company be responsible,
andshouldlearning datathenbe
issued only by the company and
not opento the public?

These ethical questions and
scenarios arising from the grow-
ing use of artificial intelligence
(AI) could be some of the issues
attheforefront for thenew Advi-
sory Council on the Ethical Use
of Aland Data.

The council, appointed by the
Ministry of Communications
and Information, will work with
the Infocomm Media Develop-
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ment Authority (IMDA) on the
ethical andlegal development as
well asthedeployment of AL

“Innovative technologies
bringeconomicandsocietalben-
efits, aswell as attendant ethical
issues. Thus, good regulation is
needed to enable innovation by
building public trust,” said Min -
ister for Communications and
Information S. Iswaran yester-
day.

He was speaking at the open-
ing ceremony of InnovFest
Unbound, the anchor event of

“Innovative
technologies
bring economic
and %meml
benefits, as well
as attendant
ethicalissues.
Thus, good
regulationis
me@d edtoenable
innovation by
bulldingpublic
trust.”

- Minister for Communications and
Information S. Iswaran (above left)

the Smart Nation Innovations
Week held at the Marina Bay
Sands Expo and Convention
Centre.

Al refers to technologies
which attempt to simulate
human intelligence and think-
ing processes like learning, rea-
soning and problem solving.

The Al council will be led by
Senior Counsel V.K.Rajah, afor-
mer attorney-general. Mr Rajah
alsositsonthe10-member Fair-
ness, Ethics, Accountabilityand
Transparency Committee
formedby the Monetary Author-
ity of Singapore in April, which
is developing a guide on the
responsible and ethical use of Al
and data analytics by financial
institutions.

The council will comprise
experts in Al and big data from
local and international compa-
nies, academia and consumer
advocates.

More details, including its
other members, will be made
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available at a later date, said
IMDA.

Amongotherthings, the coun-
cil will advise the Government
on ethical and related issues on
Al use in the private sector. It
will also come up with advisory
guidelines and codes of prac-
tices forbusinessestoadopt vol-
untarily.

Two other projectsin support
ofthecouncil’swork arealready
under way.

The Personal Data Protection
Commission put up adiscussion
paper yesterday on a potential
Al and data governance frame-
work forindustries.

The other project involved
the Singapore Management Uni-
versity, which has set up a five-
yearresearchprogrammetocon-
duct academic research on pol-
icy, legal, regulatory, ethics and
other issues relating to Al and
datause.
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