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tudents get Halo
effect of nursing

€ HUANGRUNCHEN

MrKohWeiShao, 26, wasamed-
ical student in the US when he
suddenlydecided tobe anurse.

He felt he wanted to interact
more with patients to better
help with their problems.

Mr Koh told The New Paper:
“I feel that nursing takes amore
holistic view of patient care.

“Doctorsmight bemore quali-
fied to diagnose disease, but
nurses take time to care for the
patient’spsycho-social needs.”

Now a Year 3 nursing student
atthe National University of Sin-
gapore (NUS), Mr Koh is
involved in the Health and Life-
skills Outreach (Halo) pro-
gramme organised by the Min-
istry of Health to promote nurs-
ingasacareer.

Heldat the NUS Alice Lee Cen-
tre for Nursing Studies till May
25, the Haloprogrammeisreach-
ing out to 500 students from 16
secondary schools andjuniorcol-
leges. The programme consists
of game stations that simulate
real-life patient care, teaching
students how to clean a wound
onamannequinand howtotiea
sling.

Irfan Mirzan, 14, a Secondary
2 student from Victoria School,
said: “At this age, we get alot of
questions like ‘what do you
want to doin the future’. I could

Ms Julienne Reblora teaching the students from Victoria School at one of the exhibition
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get a sense of what they do in
nursing here and see if [ have an
interestinit.”

Ethan Dhiren Divyanathan,
hisclassmate, agreed: “IThavean
uncle who is a nurse, and I think
the work he does is amazing, He
helps a lot of people, and he can
deal withblood and wounds.”

Mr Koh, who is one of the few
male nurses in the NUS nursing
course, is glad that boys are
encouraged totake up nursing.

Hesaid: “WhenItookupnurs-

ing, I didn’t think too much of it
as a ‘feminine profession’, I just
went for what I was passionate
ln.”

His coursemate, Ms Julienne
Reblora, 25, agreed.

She said: “It is good that sec-
ondary school boys are being
exposed to nursing early. Then
they can better appreciate the
kind of roles nurses play and
maybe takeitupasacareer.”

Ms Lim Fui Ping, senior lec-
turer at NUS Nursing, was glad
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“Doctors might be

morequalifiedto

diagnosedisease,
butnurses take
fimeto carefor
thepatient’s
psycho-social

needs.”

=Mr Koh Wei Shao (above), whogave
up medicine for nursing

that nursing was becoming
more popular among school-
leavers.

Shesaid: “Degreenursing will
gain importance in Singapore.
The increasingly complex
healthcare setting will require
nursestohavehigher-ordercrit -
ical thinking and clinical judg-
ment competencies in addition
toproficiency indelivering nurs-
ingcare.”
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