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‘Dear future PM...

@ HARIZBAHARUDIN & AUDREY LEONG

Heread out his letterin a speech
he gave to a forum of about 270
attendees and undergraduate
TanYang Long never expectedit
togoviral.

After reading out the letter,
which he had penned to Singa-
pore’s “4th Prime Minister” at
theNational University of Singa-
pore’s (NUS) Tembusu Forum
last Tuesday, Mr Tan, 23, asoci-
ology student at NUS and stu-
dent resident at Tembusu Col-
lege, uploaded it on Facebook.

It has amassed more than
1,300likesand 460 shares since.

Mr Tan told The New Paper:
“I was not expecting it to go
viral, my goal for the speech was
to represent my college cohort
well, and translate that into a
speech that would do justice to
their thoughts and voices.”

Hespentaboutamonthspeak-
ing to peers, conducting a sur-
vey and focus-group discus-
sions before writing the letter
that he presented, in line with
the forum'’s title of Singapore’s
Fourth Prime Minister: Aspira-
tions and Expectations. (See
excerptsonright.)

In his letter, Mr Tan sum-
marised the sentimentsofyouth
groups he spoke to — calling for
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Mr Tan Yang Long giving his speech at the Tembusu Forum on Tuesday.
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more trust in young people,
expressing concerns over social
inequalityandidentity, and mak-
ing the case for more to be done
for social mobility.
Healsoaskedthefuture PMto
be clear about how he plans to
unite Singapore, and what Singa-
poremeans to him.

The letter was well-received
by the forum’s other speakers
like political observer Eugene
Tan,Nominated Member of Par-
liament Kuik Shiao-Yin and
Ambassador-at-largeand Tem-
busu College rector, Professor
Tommy Koh, who called Mr
Tan’s speech the best of the

evening.

Netizens, however, were
divided. Some calledittooideal -
istic, while others praised Mr
Tanand the Tembusustudents.

One netizen, Mr Yat Ho,
hoped that Singapore would
change for the better through
theletter.

He commented: “You guys
are amazing, persuading with
loveandnot anger.”

However, others, like Mr Vin-
cent Chin, told the students to
“keepdreaming”.

Echoing his sentiment was
Mr CoryTan,whourgedthestu-
dentsto domore on their part to
make change happen.

The letter might have more
notablereaders soon.

During the forum, Ms Kuik
said she would personally hand
the speech to some MPs when
Parliament sits if Mr Tan could
print out copies for her, towhich
the forum thundered with
applause.

Mr Tan told TNP that he was
considering taking up the offer.
“It’s still undecided, but my
school and I are talking about
this,” he said.
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Snippets from
the letter

“We want youtotrust that we do not
disagree for dissent’s sake and that wecan
find unity evenin the face of our
differences with you - differences of
ideologies, opinions, beliefs or values.

“Disagreement is not weakness, and
your appointmentis achance foranew
way for our differences tobe received.

“Wetruly believe that it is onlyin facing
ourdifferences together openly, honestly
andfearlessly that ourdiscoursecanbe
strengthened, outcomes canbe
sharpened,and our relationshipcanbe
deepened.”

“We are very worried that social inequality
is becominganissue that isdividing
Singaporeans fasterthan we canmitigate
it. Unequal financial backgrounds, social
networks, family upbringing, availability of
opportunities are beginning tosmile
maliciously onthis precious cohesion we
have built.

“Social mobility is something that
matters alot to us as well. We have always
beentold Singaporeis ameritocracy and
everyonecanchase their dreams. Yet, we
have also seensome dreams are more
difficult tochase than others for some
people - much, much more difficult.”

“...we hope that whenyousay, ‘forthe
people’, ‘for Singapore’, or ‘for us’, you
include those among us whoare trapped
inthecracks we create, silenced by the
lines we draw, or rendered invisible by the
walls webuild. Afterall, whatis thecity,
but the people?”
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