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Tackling excessive
plastic bag use:
No levy in the works

NEA exploring a more sustainable approach
than imposing a fee or ban, says Amy Khor

Samantha Boh
and Audrey Tan
Environment Correspondent

There are no plans to introduce a
levy on plastic bags, and replacing
them with degradable or paper
bags may not be greener, Dr Amy
Khor, Senior Minister of State for
the Environment and Water Re-
sources, said yesterday.

“Imposing a charge or ban on
disposable plastic bags and substi-
tuting them with other types of
disposable bags is unlikely to im-
prove environmental outcomes,”
she said during the debate on her
ministry’s budget.

Every type of disposable bag, be
it a degradable bag or a paper bag,
affects the environment, be it
through carbon emissions, heavy
water use or significant land clear-
ance, she said, citing a study com-
missioned by the National Environ-
ment Agency (NEA).

Dr Khor was replying to a ques-
tion from Ms Cheng Li Hui (Tam-
pines GRC), who had asked if the
ministry would consider imposing
a levy on plastic bags to reduce
their excessive use.

The NEA study had looked at the
environmental impact of dispos-
ables, including carrier bags.

An estimate from the study is
that the regular use of a reusable
bag over a year could replace the
use of 125 single-use plastic bags,
or 52 single-use paper bags. Simi-
larly, it also estimated that the reg-
ular use of one reusable container
over five years could replace the
use of 3,650 single-use plates.

Some retailers in Singapore
claim that degradable bags are
greener alternatives to plastic
bags and offer them instead. But
the study, led by National Univer-
sity of Singapore scientist Kua
Harn Wei, also found that both
types of bags require the same
amount of resources to make.

Both are equally bad for the envi-
ronment when incinerated.

Noting that no levy on plastic
bags is being planned, Dr Khor
said these bags are necessary for
the responsible and hygienic bag-
ging of waste, given the country’s
moist, tropical climate.

“In Singapore, a more sustain-
able approach is to tackle the ex-
cessive consumption of all types of
disposables,” she added, saying
her ministry is working with stake-
holders to minimise the use of plas-
tic bags and disposables.

She said, for example, that food
delivery company Foodpanda is
working on a trial where customers

can opt out of disposable cutlery

use when ordering food.
Environmental group Zero
Waste Singapore last vyear

discounts or free gifts.
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WHY IS PLASTIC BAD?

Produces greenhouse gas
emissions when
manufactured, where crude
oil has to be processed, and
when it is incinerated.

This contributes to climate
change.

The manufacturing process
consumes large amounts of
energy.

ARE ALTERNATIVES BETTER?

Oxo-degradable bags:

They are plastic bags with additives that
make them degrade faster. They require
the same amount of resources to make
and have similar environmental impact
when incinerated.

Paper bags, plates and containers:
They produce much less greenhouse gas
emissions, but require significant land
clearance, and more water, to grow trees
that are then harvested to make paper.

Source: NEA STRAITS TIMES GRAPHICS

In Singapore, amore sustainable

: approachisto tackle the

ment has cumulatively reduced al- | excessive consumption
most 39,000 tonnes of packaging :

: ofall types of disposables.

More will be done to reduce :
packaging waste at source, she :
said. “By 2021, we will mandate :

h in report on th :
;nﬂ:::rllzusffi‘s :(sz tig :hee ty%ﬁé : DRAMY KHOR, Senior Minister of State

p & . & ¥ P : forthe Environmentand Water Resources,
on the market and their plans for : o hyher ministryis notimplementing

: aplasticbaglevy.

Source: The Straits Times © Singapore Press Holdings Ltd. Permission required for reproduction.



