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* Commentary Singapore

Commentary: The (not so) secret 

hack to becoming a successfu I 

entrepreneur 

Is an overseas start-up experience essential to being an entrepreneur? National 

University of Singapore's Francis Yeoh says there's more than meets the eye. 

What does it take to be a successful entrepreneur? (Photo: Jack Board) 

SINGAPORE: Transformative. Invaluable. Life-changing. 

These are the words used by a growing NOC alumni in describing their overseas 

stints interning in start-ups in entrepreneurial hotspots around the world such as 

Silicon Valley, Beijing and Israel. 

The NOC, short for NUS Overseas College, is the highly acclaimed internship 

programme started by NUS over a decade ago to immerse its undergrads into the 

intense high-energy start-up environment of top start-up regions. 

The intent is for them to experience for themselves the thrills and spills of being 

part of a small team seeking to change the world with new innovations. 

In fact, the Global Innovation Alliance programme that came out of the Committee 

on the Future Economy early last year was largely inspired by the NOC's success. 

More resources have since been made available to scale up NOC-type programmes 

to establish more permanent linkages with entrepreneurial hotspots overseas. 

NUS Enterprise, the innovation arm of 

NUS, has been quick in setting up Block 

71-like offices in Silicon Valley, Jakarta

and Suzhou. 

GROWING SERIAL ENTREPRENEURS 

How much does the NOC and similar 

overseas internship programmes 

contribute towards Singapore's ambition 

to become an entrepreneurial nation? 

Evidence suggests that a sizeable 

proportion of NOC alumni ends up joining 

start-ups upon their return compared to 

the general student population. 

Many of the more well-known start-ups 

that came out of NUS were indeed 

founded by NOC alumni - Carousell, 

Shopback and Zopim come to mind. 

Alumni from the earlier batches are 

becoming serial entrepreneurs in the 

tradition of Silicon Valley start-up 

founders. Darius Cheung for instance, is now into his third start-up in real estate 

company 99.co having sold his first company tenCube to McAfee almost a decade 

ago. 
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