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For Mr Tan Jun Xiang, now in his second year at the Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine at NUS, being accepted into his secondary school of choice after his parents appealed marked the start of his path to academic success. ST PHOTO: DAVE ANG

From a PSLE score of 181 to NUS Medicine

TanJun Xiang, 22,
has had an
interesting life
trajectory, going
froma181-point
scorer inthe PSLE to
medical student at
the National
University of
Singapore. In the
second of anew
series on inspiring
millennials, he tells
The Straits Times
that young people
should not give up on
their dreams.

TheresaTan

Mr Tan Jun Xiang, 22, is not your
: typical medical student who aced
: allhis school examinations.

In fact, he scored only 181 points

in the PSLE and had to go into the
: five-year Normal stream in sec-
: ondary school.

So the polytechnic graduate, who

: made it to the prestigious medicine
¢ faculty at the National University of
: Singapore (NUS), is among the rare
: fewwho do not fit the mould.

When he was younger, he never

¢ thought he would go to university -
: much less the highly competitive
¢ Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine at
: NUS, where only about one in seven
: applicants get in. So what sparked
¢ hisstunningacademic turnaround?

A few things: seeing how disap-

: pointed his parents were with his
: results, getting into the secondary
: school of his choice, and discover-
: ing that he could indeed do well if
¢ heputhismindtoit.

The eldest of three children, Mr

- Tanwasalacklustre pupil at Ander-
: son Primary School who never
: scored an A. He was more inter-
: ested in playing on his Game Boy, a
: hand-held video gaming device.

“I am a very playful person and

studying was not my thing,” he said.
: “I only flipped through my text-
: booksadaybefore my PSLE.”

He was unmoved by his poor score

¢ until he saw how much it disap-
¢ pointed his parents, a sales manager
- andanaviation security officer.

He was also posted to a school

Stunning academic

turnaround

.

that was not ofhis choice.

But Ang Mo Kio Secondary gave
him a chance after his parents
appealed for a place there. It was
the school to which he had wanted
to go and that acceptance marked
the start of his path to academic
success.

“l did not want to waste the
chance T had been given. It was pre-
cious, " he said.

So the Normal (Academic) stu-
dent started to pay attention in
class. He was diligent about home-
work and asked his teachers about
material he did notunderstand.

He tried hard because he wanted
to get into the school’s through-
train programme, which allowed
him to take the O levels in Sec-
ondary 5, instead of the N levels
firstin Sec 4 and the O levels a year
later.

Said Mr Tan: “My teachers did not
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treat us like lousy Normal (Aca-
demic) students, but pushed us to
doour best.”

He graduated at the top of his
school cohort, scoring nine points
for his O levels.

That gained him a place in the
“highly competitive” biomedical sci-
ence faculty at Singapore Polytech-
nic. AnSP spokesman said biomedi-
cal science is one of its more popu-
lar courses.

While pursuing his diploma, he re-
alised through an internship at a
hospital that he was fascinated by
the human body and intrigued by
the multitude of diseases.

He enjoyed talking to people and
also wanted to understand pa-
tients’ concerns and fears.

He realised that he wanted to be
adoctor.

It was a lofty goal, considering
that about 2,000 top students fight
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for 300 places at the NUS medical
school each year. But he applied :
anyway and was accepted last year. :
: thechance lhad been

i given. It was precious.
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Mr Tan, who is in the second year :

of a five-year degree course, was : yoran junx1ANG,apolytechnic

graduate who madeitintoYong Loo Lin
1 School of Medicine at NUS, on getting a
with the other students, who were :
from top schools or more privileged :

“It was beyond my wildest
dreams to get in,” he said. “My
father booked two tables at arestau-
rant and invited my relatives to
celebrate.”

initially apprehensive that he
would have nothing in common

backgrounds.

His dad’s highest qualification is :
an O-level certificate, while his :
: UNEXPECTED
But he need not have worried, for :
he found that he was able to make :
: dreams to getin. My father
Associate Professor S.T. Dheen, :
the school’s head of the depart- :
ment of anatomy, taught Mr Tan :
: relativestocelebrate.

99

attitude in his studies. I am sure he :
will continue to excel in his studies :
and become a role model for the as- !

mum has Nlevels.

friends.

and praised his academic perfor-
manceas “very good”,

Prof Dheen said: “He was respect-
ful, attentive and showed a positive

piring younger generation.”

Mr Tan said: “Everyone was very :
surprised that my PSLE score was :
only 181 points and they were in- :
trigued by how I made it to :

medicine.

“I tell others: Don’t give up, just :
aim high and don’t compare your- :
self to others. You will never know :

what may happen.”

theresat@sph.com.sg

SEIZING THEOPPORTUNITY

Idid not wanttowaste

placeat Ang Mo Kio Secondary, a school
that he had wanted to attend.

It was beyond my wildest

booked twotablesata
restaurantandinvited my

MR TAN,on making itintothe Yong Loo
Lin School of Medicine at NUS.

GENERATION GRIT:Knowofa
Singaporean aged 35 or below
who has shown grit amid life's
adversities? E-mail usat
stnewsdesk@sph.com.sg



