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‘Special’ place for NUS
In Tony Tan’s heart

It was where he studied, built his first career and found his life partner

CLOSE RELATIONSHIP

There can be few university
chancellorsin the world who can
claim to have been astudent, a
lecturer as well as vice-chancellor
of'the institutions they lead.

DR TONY TANKENG YAM, on his ties with
the university which go way back to 1959.

: Amelia Teng
: Education Correspondent

. Itis the place where he studied, built
. his first career and even found his
. life partner. So it is no surprise that
: theNational University of Singapore
: hasaspecialplacein the heart of for-
: merpresident Tony Tan Keng Yam.

“NUS is an institution that holds

: special significance to me, both per-
: sonally and professionally,” he said
: at an appreciation lunch yesterday
: held by the university for him.

Dr Tan was NUS chancellor from

: 2011 to earlier this year. The chan-
. cellor post, according to NUS Con-
i stitution, is filled by the president
: ofSingapore.

His ties with the university go

: way back to 1959, when he was a
. physics student at the University of
: Malaya - the predecessor of NUS -
i atBukit Timah campus.

In his first year, he met an arts un-
dergraduate and fell in love. They
married five years later in 1964.

“Both of us were hostelites, stay-
ing in Dunearn Road hostels in our
first year. Subsequently Mary
moved to Eusoff College while I
resided in Raffles Hall just across the
road from Eusoff. I think that was
quitea good arrangement,” he said.

After graduation, Dr Tan main-
tained a close relationship with
NUS. He began his teaching career
in 1964 in the physics department
and subsequently the mathematics
department. He left the university
in 1969 to pursue a career in bank-
ingandlater, politics.

DrTanreturned to NUS in1980 to
become its youngest vice-chancel-
lor at the age of 40.

“There can be few university chan-
cellors in the world who can claim
to have been a student, a lecturer as
well as vice-chancellor of the institu-
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tions theylead,” said Dr Tan.

“NUS has come a long way from
my days as a student here. The trans-
formation has been amazing,” he
said, adding that NUS has done well
in becoming a “world-class univer-

sity that is widely respected for its ex-
cellencein educationandresearch”.

NUS president Tan Chorh Chuan
said Dr Tan had been a pillar of sup-
port as chancellor, as the university
sought to develop further in educa-
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tion, research and enterprise.

His leadership created the envi-
ronment for NUS to embark on ini-
tiatives such as the University Schol-
ars Programme and the overseas
colleges, Prof Tan said.

“It also allowed NUS to nurture
andrecruit top academics and build
world-classresearch strengths.”

Dr Tan was also the main driving
force behind the setting up of NUS
Enterprise, its entrepreneurial arm.

Prof Tan said as a politician, Dr
Tan had made key contributions to
higher educationin roles suchas edu-
cation minister and minister-in-
charge of NUS and the former
Nanyang Technological Institute.

Dr Tan said he had witnessed
tremendous growth at NUS, from
the opening of University Town to
pursuing research that addresses so-
cietal needs. “Mary and I will con-
tinue to follow closely NUS’ contin-
ued progress and development -
but now as NUS alumni,” he said.
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