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NUS welcomes President as new chancellor
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President Halimah Yacob’s characteris-
tic concern for the less well-off and the
need to advance communities was un-
derlined yesterday by National Univer-
sity of Singapore’s (NUS) president Tan
Chorh Chuan when he welcomed her as
its 10th chancellor.

He recalled her stressing on several
occasions at the university’s board of
trustees’ meetings the importance of
giving poor students financial aid so that
they can access the full range of the uni-
versity’s programmes.

“She also urged us to encourage and
support more active engagement of our
students with the wider community,”
Prof Tan said at alunch in the NUS Uni-
versity Hall.

Indeed, her sense of public service and
unwavering dedication to serve and ad-
vance the lives of individuals and com-
munities, particularly the disadvan-
taged, are her most enduring qualities,
he noted.

The chancellor’s post at NUS, accord-
ing to its Constitution, is filled by the
President of Singapore.

President Halimah, an alumnus of the

NUS Law Faculty, was a member of the
university’s board of trustees from 2006
to 2011. Last year, she received an honor-
ary degree from the university.

Yesterday, she unveiled the univer-
sity’s official flower, an orchid named
Papilionanda National University of Sin-
gapore.

The hybrid shares an ancestry with
Singapore’s national flower, the Papilio-
nanthe Miss Joaquim.

In her speech, President Halimah out-
lined NUS’ transformation over the years
in student development, research and
start-up culture.

Apart from providing an education,
NUS had focused as well on developing
students who become active contribu-
tors to society, she noted.

Now, it is also a “global research pow-
erhouse”, and has a vibrant start-up and
entrepreneurial culture among students
and faculty members, she said.

“Innovation and entrepreneurship re-
main important cornerstones to Singa-
pore’s continued success in the future.”
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