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ST forum to look at challenges of new world order

The winds of change are blowing.

This year, change swept through
the corridors of power in the United
States, Asia and Europe, with US
President Donald Trump taking of-
fice, China’s President Xi Jinping un-
veiling a new team at the top, and
new leaders taking over in countries
such as France and South Korea.

Free trade came under growing
pressure from the forces of protec-
tionism and populism, jeopardising
agreements such as the Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership.

Political and economic changes
aside, new technologies continued
toboth enrich thelivesand endanger

thelivelihood of millions worldwide.

The Straits Times Global Outlook
Forumreturns on Dec 5, to help read-
ers make sense of these changesand
what they can do to prepare for the
challengesin the newyear.

Titled 2018: Facing The Chal-
lenges Of A New World Order, the
annual conference is organised by
The Straits Times in partnership
with presenting sponsor OCBC Pre-
mier Banking. The keynote speaker
for this year’s forum at the Ritz-
Carlton hotel will be Minister for
Finance Heng Swee Keat.

One panel discussion at the
forum will be dedicated to the issue

of cyber security. Experts from the
government and private sector will
look into hacking and what can be
done to fend off such attacks at the
discussion to be moderated by ST
senior technology correspondent
Irene Tham.

One speaker is Mr David Koh,
chief executive of the Cyber Secu-
rity Agency (Prime Minister’s Of-
fice) and deputy secretary (special
projects) and defence cyber chiefat
the Ministry of Defence.

He will be joined by Mr Richard
Skinner, partner (strategy) of con-
sultancy PwC Singapore, and Mr
John Lee, president of the Singa-
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pore chapter of Isaca, which advo-
cates for professionals in informa-
tion security, assurance, risk man-
agement and governance.

Eleven-year-old Reuben Paul, a
Texas-based cyber security ambas-
sador and “child hacker”, will also
be delivering a special address.

Another topic at the forum is
global politics. One question to be
discussed is what the world can
expect as President Xi wants China
to move centre stage in global
affairs, while leaders in the West
are increasingly distracted by
populism, nationalism and voter
discontent.

The audience will hear from
prominent  historian Wang
Gungwu, Associate Professor Elvin
Lim, head of the department of po-
litical science at the National Uni-
versity of Singapore (NUS), and Mr
Richard Jerram, chief economist of
the Bank of Singapore.

Professor Wang, chairman of the
ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, the

East Asian Institute and Lee Kuan
Yew School of Public Policy (NUS),
will give his views on China after
the recent 19th national party con-
gress; Prof Lim, who specialises in
US politics, will offer his take on
Americain the Trump era.

Joining them from ST are asso-
ciate editor Rahul Pathak, who will
talk about his recent reporting trip
to North Korea, and Ms Audrey
Quek, Opinion editor (global af-
fairs), who will moderate the discus-
sion.

® Toregister,goto
https://eventreg.asiaone.com/
register/stglobal2017

® Registration feeis $230, but there
isanearly bird special of $185if you
register by Nov 20. There are further
discounts forgroup purchases and
OCBCcard holders.
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