S pore Muslim leaders must tackle

: Sunnis in Singapore are taught that
¢ tobe anti-Shi’ite isnot partof Sunni
. tradition. In fact, the virulent

: anti-Shi’ite views thatare
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rise of anti-Shiism hate speech

Rising anti-Shi’ism in the region and the Middle East is affecting Singapore Muslims. Muslim leaders and scholars
must speak out and act against such sectarianism by educating local Muslims that Shi’ism is a valid creed of Islam.
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The arrestin May this year of two
auxiliary police officersin
Singapore, for terrorism-related
offencesunder the Internal
Security Act (ISA), serves to
highlight the danger of
sectarianism.

Oneof the arrested men was
reported to have held the view that
the war in Syria was sectarian,

hisintention was to go to join the
Free Syrian Army and fight against
the Shi’ites in Syria.

Sunnis and Shi’tes form the two

major denominations of Islam - the :
¢ Singapore (Muis) was established

: with the cooperation of Sunnis and
: Shi’ites. As was pointed out by

: Imam Habib Hassan Al-Attas, head
: ofthe Ba’alawi Mosque, the legal

: adviser during the formation of

: Muisin 1970 was the prominent

: lawyer, Mr Mohamed Javad

: Namazie, a Singaporean of Persian
: originanda Shi’ite.

Sunnis make up the majority of the
global Muslim population,and
Shi’ites about 20 per cent. Sunnis
are also the majority of Muslims in
Singapore, with Shi’ites making up
less than1per cent of the Muslim
population here.

Itisvital thatresearchers,
activists and law enforcement
agenciesunderstand the
connection betweenanti-Shi'ite
hate speech and terrorism. While it
is true that there is also anti-Sunni
hate speech among Shi’ites, there
are no known cases of Shi'ites from
Singapore or the region taking up
arms against Sunnis.

While notall hate speech s
uttered by individuals who wish for
physical violence to be perpetrated

: ontheobjectsof their hate speech, :
: wemustaskourselves ifanti-Shi’ite :
: hatespeech maybe one among

. many factors that encourage

: would-be terrorists tojoin the

i so-calledIslamic Statein Iragand
: Syria (ISIS) or other groups in Iraq
: and Syriato fight against Shi'ites.

If this is possible, it means that

beinga conflict between Sunniand : SINGAPOREIMPORTS

Shi'ite Muslims. Asa Sunni Muslim, : ANTI-SHIITE SENTIMENTS
: Traditionally, the Sunni majority of
: the Malay world of South-east Asia

¢ wasnotanti-Shi’ite.

InSingapore, for example, the
Islamic Religious Council of

Many other prominent

: Singaporean Shi'ite personalities
¢ have contributed much to the

: overall developmentofthe

: Singapore Muslim community.

¢ Thisincludes the Jumabhoy family, :
: whose contributions to commerce
: andindustry in Singapore are well
¢ known. The official position of

: Muis, the Muslim religious

authority, is that Shi'ites are a part

of the Muslim community. Muis

: recognises Shiismasa creedand
¢ jurisprudential school of thought
¢ withinIslam.

Today, however, Singapore is

. certainly not free fromhate speech
¢ directed against Shi'ites thatis

: becoming more prevalent around

: our society has to take a very active :
* rolein minimising anti-Sh’ite hate
: speech not only for the sake of

: national security, but also to

: protect the dignity of Singaporean
: Shi'ites.

the world. Hate speechrefers to

. speech thatattacksan individual or
: group on the basis of their racial,

. ethnic, religious or gender identity.
: Such speech may take the form of

¢ writings, gestures and conduct that
: incite prejudice or violence against
¢ the members of a particular group.

Anti-Shi'ite hate speech can be

: readily found on social media. A

: public Facebook group, Melayu

: Singapura Tolak Syiah (Singapore

: Malays Reject Shi'ism), with 1,814

: members, often demonises Shi'ites.

Commentson YouTube and

i othersocial mediarefer to Shi'ites
i asdeviant (sesat),apostates

¢ (murtad) from Islam, and even

: mockthem as monkeys,and

: satanic.

Offline, Singaporeans are also

: exposed to publications, many

: from Malaysia, that present

: distorted images of Shi'ism and

: contribute to antagonistic views

: towards Shi’ism. Shi'ism is referred
: toasacursedreligion thatis

¢ infiltrating Islam in Singapore and

¢ needs tobe stopped.

Thehatred that we see hereisnot :
i victimsofhate crimes and have

. sufferedloss of life and property.

¢ toodifferent from the sentiments
: expressed by Abu Musab Zarqawi
¢ (1966-2006), the Jordanian-born

: founder of al-Tawhid wal-Jihad

: (laterknownasAl-QaedaInlIrag,or :
: AQI).Ina2004 letter to Osamabin
: Laden, Zargawi refers to Shi‘ites as
¢ “theinsurmountable obstacle, the
. lurking snake, the crafty and

: malicious scorpion, the spying

: enemy, and the penetrating

: venom”. He describes Shi‘ism asa

. “sect of treachery and betrayal :
. throughouthistoryand throughout :
: theages”.

: UNTRUTHS ABOUT SHI'ISM

: Suchhate speech is supported by
: assertions about Shi’ism thatare

: simplyuntruths. For example,

: Shi'ites are said to have their own
: Quran. This continues to be

: repeated by anti-Shi'ite

: propagandists despite the fact that
: evidence of the existence ofa

: Shi’ite Quran has never been

: produced.

Itis alsosaid that Shi’ismisa

: religion created bya YemeniJew
: more than1,400 yearsagoin Arabia :
: inorder tosplit the early Muslim
: community. Thisisanassertion

. thatwasnever taken seriously by
: any major Sunni Muslim scholar.

Theinfluence of trends in

: Malaysiaand Indonesia cannotbe
: understated. Malaysian Shi’ites

: have been facing persecution for

. several years. Hostile views about

: Shi'ism are often presented during
: Friday sermons and in the

: state-controlled print media. In

Indonesia, Shi’ites have been

Whileit is true that there are

. legitimate doctrinal differences

between Sunni and Shi’ite Islam

: thatcanbe discussed inan open

i andscholarly manner, the

. anti-Shi'iteliterature originating
: from Malaysia and elsewhere

: generally presents a distortion or
: caricature of Shi'ism and attacks
i thatcaricature.

This is typical of the substandard
scholarship that has an impacton

: Muslim learningin Singapore.

Sunni Muslim scholars in

: Singapore are remarkably silenton
: thesedistortionsand hardlyany

: attempts have been made by

: themto correct the false image of

: their co-religionists.

. COMMUNITY HERE MUST ACT
: AGAINST ANTI-SHI'ISM

¢ More, therefore, needs tobe done
: onthe part of Muis as well as other
: individuals and groups concerned
i with the growing sectarianism

: among Singapore Muslims. The

fact that one Singaporean Muslim

: hadbeen detained for having plans
: tofight against Shi'ites in Syria

: suggests the possibility of the

: radicalisation of Muslims along

: anti-Shi’ite sectarian lines.

The problem of sectarianismin

: the Singapore Muslim community,
: therefore, needs to be taken more
: seriously.

Several measures need tobe

taken by the Muslim community.

Whatisrequired is along-term

: campaign of education to create

: moreunderstanding about Shi'ism
: among the Sunni majority. This

: would include organising

: intra-Muslim dialogues that bring
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Sunnis and Shi'ites together and
allow them to discuss theological
andotherreligious issues that, if
submerged or misunderstood,
serve to divide them.

Itis also very important that

: trafficked innowadays are

¢ generallyfound to have their

: originsin certain extremist Salafist
¢ groups. Salafis are Muslims who

: adoptamore literalistand

¢ puritanical approach towards

: Islam.

Both Sunnis and Shi'ites have

: beenvictims of the more extreme
. amongthe Salafis, that is, the

: Salafi-jihadigroupsinISISinIraq
: andSyria, where barbaric acts of

: violence were also perpetrated

¢ against Christians and other

: religious minorities.

Sunnischolars and activists in

: Singapore oughttoplaya

: prominentrole in speaking out

i againstsectarianism. This needs to
. gobeyond making general

: statements now and thenabout the
¢ necessity for Muslimunity. They

: should directly address the

¢ demonisation ofand hate speech

: against Shi’ism.

The content of sermons in Friday

: prayer, religiouslectures

: (ceramah), and both formal and

: informalreligious education,

: should all reflect an intra-Muslim
: spiritof awarenessand

¢ understanding.

We know today that

i sectarianism is one of the drivers of
: terrorismas well as other forms of

! extremism tobe foundin the

: global Muslim community. We also
¢ know that Muslims have been

: recruited by ISIS to fight infidels

: and deviant Muslims, including

: Shi'ites.

Ourreligious authorities,

: scholars and activists must take a
. bolder stance and deal seriously

: with the problem of sectarianism
¢ among Singapore Muslims.
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