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11 poly grads win places in local medical schools this year

Amelia Teng

The local universities are gradually
accepting more polytechnic gradu-
atesinto their medicine courses.

At least 11 of them scored places
this year in the medical schools of
the National University of Singa-
pore (NUS) and the Nanyang Tech-
nological University (NTU).

These numbers have grown since
NUS’ Yong Loo Lin School of
Medicine took in its first two poly-
technic graduates 10 years ago.

Ofthose accepted this year, six are
from Singapore Polytechnic (SP) -
the highest number from a single
polytechnic to be accepted for the lo-
cal medicine degree courses.

Five of them are enrolled in NUS’
Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine
and one went to NTU’s Lee Kong
Chian School of Medicine.

The NUS and NTU medicine cour-
ses are for undergraduates, while
Duke-NUS Medical School takes in
students with atleastan undergrad-
uate degree in any field except
medicine.

Ms Mah Mon Moey, SP’s deputy
director for the School of Chemical

and Life Sciences, told The Straits
Times that it “does not design cour-
ses specifically for medical school”,
adding, however, that “our curric-
ula and learning experience lend
themselves well to those applying
tomedical school”.

Since 2010, SP has produced 27
graduates - many of whomread bio-
medical sciences — who enrolled in
medicine degree courses locally.

Besides the five SP students, NUS’
medical school also accepted three
graduates from Ngee Ann Polytech-
nic (NP), and one each from Repub-
lic Polytechnic (RP) and Nanyang
Polytechnic (NYP).

To date, at least 13 NP graduates,
another four each from RP and
Temasek Polytechnic, and another
three from NYP, have studied
medicine locally.

The medicine courses at NUS and
NTU admit about 300 and 120 stu-
dents respectively a year, with the
majority coming from junior col-
leges. Between 11 per cent and 15
per cent of applicants make it to
medical schools here.

Ms Mah said that SP’s biomedical
science and biotechnology courses
cover topics such as monitoring

for1¢) Loo Lin School off M 2e [icin

A mamder of the NUMS

SINGAPORG|

POLYTECH

SINGIRRNE

iFALoHS

) g o<
—A,!-.-:’_’ ' j § : :

| 4 (
F.

..

Singapore Polytechnic graduates (from left) Peh Ting Yong, 23, Kimberly Lim, Alici

and managing diseases, research in
diagnostics and cure, and the pro-
duction of pharmaceuticals.
Students learn knowledge and
skills that “form a good foundation
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for a career in the biomedical sci-
ence, pharmaceutical and health-
care sectors”, she said.

Polytechnic graduates said they
knew it would not be easy to enter

(’5
N F -
—np

LY

ARSI

a Yip and Sylvia Phua, all 20, and Foo Yu
Wah, 22, scored places in NUS' medical school. Fellow SP graduate Kenny Sung (not pictured), 20, gained admission to
NTU's medical school. All six hold diplomas in biotechnology or biomedical science. PHOTO: SINGAPORE POLYTECHNIC

medical school. SP biotechnology
graduate Peh Ting Yong’s applica-
tion to study medicine at NUS in
2015 wasrejected.

His time as a combat medic dur-

ing national service, however,
made him more certain that he
wanted to be a doctor, so he applied
again this year, and was successful.

“As a first-aider, I came across pa-
tients with severe bleeding, allergic
reactions, spinal injuries, for in-
stance... I wanted to learn more to
know what to do in these situa-
tions,” said the 23-year-old.

SP biomedical science graduate
Kimberley Lim said that when she
chose to enrol in the polytechnic,
she knew her chances of getting
into medical school would be “way
slimmer”.

With an O-level score of six, she
was more than qualified to study in
a junior college, but she wanted to
pursue her interest in the health-
care sector.

“The A levels would be too gen-
eral... My poly course exposed me
toalotof modules such as immunol-
ogy, basic anatomy and biochem-
istry,” said the 20-year-old who will
read medicine at NUS this month.
“Of course medicine will be more
in-depth, but I feel like I've had a
small introduction toit.”
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