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Youth recognised for
contributions to community

Mr Tan (far left)
and Mr Lim were
among those
who received the
NYAA Gold
Award yesterday.
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Student Joel Lim, 19, had just re-
turned from a two-week voluntary
stint at a free clinic in Bandipur, Ne-
pal, last March when the Nepal
earthquake struck in April.

“When we came back (to Singa-
pore), the doctor told us that the
place we had been working at was
quite badly affected and two
schools were destroyed so they
needed money to help to rebuild,”
he said.

Together with classmates from
Anglo-Chinese School (Independ-
ent), he raised $10,000 and ap-
proached the Lee Foundation,
which donated $50,000.

The money was used to rebuild
the two schools.

Yesterday, Mr Lim, now studying
at the National University of Singa-
pore Yong Loo Lin School of Medi-
cine, received the National Youth
Achievement Award (NYAA) Gold
Award for his efforts.

The award recognises youth com-
munity leaders who have satisfied
the following requirements — they
must have done volunteer work,
participated in local and overseas
expeditions, learnt a new skill, par-
ticipated in sports, as well as initiat-
ed community-based projects.

Participants are given at least 1'/2
years to complete these tasks and
have to complete the requirements
by age 25.

Yesterday, 153 awardees, includ-
ing Mr Lim, received their NYAA
Gold Awards from President Tony
Tan Keng Yam at the Tay Eng Soon

Convention Centre at the Institute
of Technical Education (ITE) head-
quarters. All in, a total of 258
NYAA Gold Awards were given out
thisyear.

“The NYAA programme gives our
young people valuable exposure be-
yond the classroom walls, allowing
them to develop crucial life skills
that help them excel as individuals
and as community leaders,” said
Minister of State for Education and
Communications and Information
Janil Puthucheary at the event.

Another awardee Bryan Tan, 19,
who helped initiate cleaning
projects, said: “I always believe in
paying it forward — doing communi-
ty service can help to change
someone’s life and the person may
be inspired to help someone else in
the future.”

The former ITE College East stu-
dent had to juggle his studies, du-
ties as student council president
and part-time work at Universal
Studios.

Heisnow studying chemical engi-
neering at Singapore Polytechnic.
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