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of Singapore

Study flags
financial
exploitation
of elderly

A group of National University of
Singapore law students who spent
almost two years researching cases
of abuse of the elderly has flagged fi-
nancial exploitation by family mem-
bersas a pressing concern.

They found that almost half of the
nearly 50 elder abuse cases in-
volved financial exploitation.

These included, for example,
when parents are conned into sell-
ing their flats and giving their chil-
dren the proceeds, or threatened
with violence unless they gave in to
monetary demands.

Lawyer Ng Bin Hong led the
study by the group - the NUS Adult
Protection Research Team — which
looked at cases managed by two
charities that specialise in dealing
with familyviolence.

The study was completed in July.

While theft and forgery are crimi-
nal offences, seniors usually do not
report their children to the police
for various reasons, including a fear
that their children will be jailed.

Many types of financial exploita-
tion are also not regarded as crimi-
nal offences — such asreneging on a
promise to care for the parents after
the proceeds from the sale of their
flathasbeen pocketed, Mr Ng said.

Currently, the only way a parent
can try torecover the money is tofile
a civil suit but this can be costly and
tedious, sovery few doso, he said.

One case the group examined in-
volved a civil servant who con-
vinced his 73-year-old mother to
transfer her share of the flat to him.

He promised to take care of her
but did not do so. On one occasion,
he did not provide her with food for
several days. She fainted and was
sent to hospital. A friend stepped in
and helped feed and take care ofher.

The son later placed her in a nurs-
ing home, where she died.

To stem such abuse, the group sug-
gested that more forms of financial
exploitation of seniors be consid-
ered a criminal offence. It also rec-
ommended that the courts order the
abuser to compensate the victim for
the sumslost, ifhe is found guilty.

Mr Ng noted that the proposed
Vulnerable Adults Act, which pro-
tects the disabled and the infirm
from abuse, does not cover finan-
cial exploitation as a form of abuse.

But a spokesman for the Ministry
of Social and Family Development
said that currently, the police can in-
vestigate financial offences that are
under the Penal Code. “We recog-
nise that socially isolated elderly are
particularly vulnerable to financial
abuse and we will continue to exam-
ine how we can better address these
concerns both on the ground and in
futurelegislative reviews.”

Theresa Tan
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