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National University
of Singapore

NUS Enterprise to
support start-ups in
overseas expansion

also look into establishing its own in-
cubator spaces in certain countries,
just like it did last year with Block 71
in San Francisco, United States. The
5,000sqf space was named after a
block in JTC LaunchPad@one-north,
home to Singapore’s community of
early-stage start-ups, incubators and
venture capitalists.

In an interview with TODAY, Pro-

ture fund arm of Japanese company
NEC Capital Solutions. It all started
when NUS Enterprise paved the way
for the team to meet some Japanese in-
vestors, co-founder Chan Li Han said.

Prof Wong knows it can be rough
for start-ups to survive on their own
in a tough market like Japan, particu-
larly with the language barrier, but it
is worth exploring the option.

“A lot of start-ups don’t think of Ja-
pan,” he said. “But we feel that Japan
is a very big and advanced market,
and it is opening up to foreign com-
panies now and this is a good time.”

An example of thisis a new scheme
by the Japanese government that
contributes matching grants when
foreign venture capital firms set up
shop there.

Several other organisations such as
Japan Railway have also started work
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our own Block 71in countries like Tai-
wan, Indonesia and Vietnam,” Prof
Wong said. “There’s alot of growth po-
tential in those markets, in the food and
agricultural industries ... but before we
can do it, we will have to build our own
networks in these countries first.”

Within Singapore, NUS Enterprise
isintensifying its efforts to help start-
ups, specifically in the deep technolo-
gy field, which can range from energy
and clean tech to life sciences.
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