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More going
for master’s
degree amid
more choice

Universities here beefup graduate courses
and students see need for higher-level skills

Amelia Teng

Getting a master’s degree has be-
come more common here, as local
universities boost their graduate
programmes and Singaporeans see
the need to improve their skills and
knowledge in a rapidly changing
work environment.

More master’s programmes in
fields such as leadership, transla-
tion, lawand science are now availa-
ble, and they can cost from nearly
$20,000 to more than $100,000.

The Singapore Management Uni-
versity (SMU), for instance, has 21
master’s programmes, up from12 in
2010. It had nearly 700 students
graduating with a master’s degree
last year, compared with about 300
in2011.

Singaporeans and permanent res-
idents made up about a third of last
year'sintake.

The National University of Singa-
pore (NUS) had 5,100 students -
about half of whom were local - en-
rolled in master’s programmes in
the last academic year, about 7 per
cent more than five years ago. It
now has 114 master’s programmes,
with 11addedsince 2011.

UniSIM admitted 378 new
master’s students this year, up from
269 last year.

Nanyang Technological Universi-
ty (NTU), which offers about 70
master’s degrees, has taken in
about 1,700 students annually for
these courses in the past five years.

An NUS spokesman said master’s
degrees are “often designed to fill
critical skills gaps, at an advanced
level, that correspond to strategic
growth areas both in Singapore and
globally”.

It is offering three new pro-
grammes this year, in chemistry for
energy and environment, Chinese
culture and language and one in in-
ternational arbitration and dispute
resolution, to meet higher demand
for trained personnel in these areas.

An NTU spokesman noted that
postgraduate students are more
“driven towards self-improve-
ment” and “acquiring new know-
ledge and strategic thinking skills
(that) help them to advance in their
careers”.

For instance, its Master of Busi-
ness Administration graduates, on
average, more than doubled their in-
comes three years after completing
the course, earning more than
$170,000 annually.

An SMU spokesman added that
some pursue higher degrees “partly
for the intellectual curiosity, a
sense of accomplishment or valida-
tion”,

Ms Jada Seet, 32, who graduated
this year from SMU’s Master of Sci-
ence in Innovation programme,
wanted to learn how to build a busi-
ness fromscratch.

She had been working in fashion
design for more thanadecade, after
graduating from Temasek Polytech-
nic with a fashion-design and mer-
chandising diploma in 2003.

“Iwanted to consolidate my work
experience into some structured
learning so I did some research on
courses out there,” said Ms Seet.

“I saw a lot of business courses,
but SMU’s innovation programme
stood out because, in order to stay
relevant, businesses need to inno-
vateand learn new ideas.”

Mr Ian Lo, 42, who holds a Bach-
elor of Science in computing from
NUS, said: “There is a huge push to-
wards datascience and analytics.”

He took 214 years to complete a
master’s degree in Technology (En-
terprise Business Analytics) - joint-
ly offered by the Institute of Sys-
tems Science at NUS and the
university’s engineering faculty -
while working as a solution archi-
tectin a consultancy in the logistics
sector.

“I found my passion in data ana-
Iytics during the course and decid-
edtolook foranewjob,” said Mr Lo,
whojoined CrimsonLogic, a provid-
er of eGovernment solutions and
services.

Armed with her new qualifica-
tion, Ms Seet and three classmates
from the course have since been

working on a start-up to provide so-
lutions in healthcare and ageing.

“We looked at emerging needs in
the marketand how to turn ideasin-
toabusiness,” she said.

“It was a challenge going back to
study, to balance readings, assign-
ments with work, but we hope our
experience and training in this pro-
gramme will be useful.”
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Masters courses to meet demands

NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE

« Master of Science in Chemistry for Energy
and Environment: Aims to meet greater
demand for trained personnel in the energy,
environment and water-management sectors.
Master of Laws (International Arbitration
and Dispute Resolution): Students can
understand the fields of international
arbitration and dispute resolution ata time
when Singapore is establishing itselfas a
regional hub forlegal training and research.

NANYANG TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY

* Master of Arts in Translationand
Interpretation: Aims to meet the rising
demand for translation professionals. It will
focus on English-to-Chinese and Chinese-to-
English translation, with exposure to
industry-relevant translation skills.

SINGAPORE MANAGEMENT UNIVERSITY

« Master of Human Capital Leadership:
Delivered with the Wharton Centre for Human
Resources (University of Pennsylvania), the
Singapore Human Capital Leadership Institute
and the Chartered Institute of Personnel and
Development. Designed to equip leaders with
global business knowledge and skills in
managing human capital.

SIM UNIVERSITY

« Master of Applied Research in Social
Sciences (to start in January): Emphasis on
translating social science research and
knowledge to address societal issues.

* Master of Gerontology: Trains professionalsin
the health, social and psychological services to
meet the needs of Singapore’s ageing population.



