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NUS’ new varsity tie-up is in Munic

Technical University
of Munichis the 8th
inNUS’ overseas
college programme

SandraDavie
Senior Education
Correspondent

A National University of Singapore
(NUS) overseas college programme
to nurture entrepreneurs is going
to Munich, Germany.

There, students will gain engi-
neering knowledge by working in
“deep tech” start-ups based on sci-
entific discoveries and technologi-
calinnovations.

Since 2001, NUS has set up seven
overseas colleges - in Silicon Val-
ley, Stockholm, New York, Beijing,
Shanghai, Israel and Switzerland -
to which it sends students to take
up courses in partner universities
and toworkin start-ups.

This month, it will set up its
eighth overseas college at the Tech-
nical University of Munich (TUM),
ranked the fifth most innovative
university in Europe by Reuters.

With the addition of TUM, about
350 NUS students will go every
year to the eight colleges.

NUS president Tan Chorh Chuan
said TUM, which has produced 13
Nobel Prize winners since 1927, is
known for its cutting-edge re-
search in various engineering and
science-related fields.

He said the German overseas col-
lege will have a different emphasis
from the others.

“We want students to gain practi-
cal engineering knowledge to be
able to start or work in deep tech-
nology start-ups. These are
start-ups that are founded on a
technological innovation or scien-
tific discovery.”

TUM president Wolfgang Herr-
mann said his university, like NUS,
emphasises the development of
the entrepreneurial mindset in its
students and faculty.

“It’s not neccesarily about get-
ting students to set up companies,

NUS student
Chng Hui Yee
will be among
the first to go
to TUM this
year.

but about developing the entrepre-
neurial mindset — being innovative
and able torecognise opportunities
and seize them.

“When they have that mindset,
business ideas will come natural-
ly,” he said, adding that in the past
20 years, TUM professors and stu-
dents have created over 700
spin-off companies.

Referring to Carl von Linde, a
TUM professor who, in 1876, discov-
ered the process of liquefying gas —
which is now part of basic refrigera-
tion technology — he said: “Entre-
preneurshipisin TUM’s DNA.”

Unlike NUS’ other overseas col-
leges, which receive only under-
graduate students, the colleges in
Germany and Switzerland receive
postgraduate students, too.

Another difference is that TUM
students will also come to NUS on

an exchange programme.

Highlighting how the alumni of :

the NUS overseas colleges have

gone on to create about 200 com- :
panies, Professor Tan said the pro- :
gramme “underpins” the develop- :

ment of a growing start-up com-
munity in Singapore.

He said that while Singapore con- :
tinues to attract companies from :

abroad, it has to develop its own

home-grown firms. “NUS, through :
its overseas college programme, :
aims to be a key driver of the entre- :

preneurial scene in Singapore.”

NUS student Chng Hui Yie, 21, :
will be among the first togo to TUM :
this year. She is keen to work at a :

TRAINING THE MIND

: It'snotneccesarily about

: getting studentstosetup
: companies. Butabout

: developingthe

. entrepreneurial mindset -
: beinginnovativeand able
: torecognise opportunities
: and seizethem. When they
: have that mindset,

: businessideaswill come

: naturally.

start-up called Navvis, a TUM :
spin-off which develops products :

and technologies for mapping, navi- :

gating, and virtual interaction inin-
door spaces. Ms Chng, who is study-

TUM PRESIDENT WOLFGANG HERRMANN,
: onTechnical University of Munich's special
. emphasis

ing computer science, likens :
Navvis’ technology to Google Maps :
and Google Street View, exceptitis :

forindoor spaces.

She said: “l am excited to be work-
ing in Navvis, described by many as :
one of the most promising start-ups :

towatch out for in Europe.”
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The Technical
University of
Munich (TUM) is
ranked the fifth
most innovative
university in
Europe by
Reuters and is
known for its
cutting-edge
research in
various
engineering and
science-related
fields.
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