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dents last year under the discre-
tionary admission scheme, where
students who fall short of the en-
try score for a course are consid-
ered on attributes such as leader-
ship or entrepreneurial skills or tal-
ent in the arts and sports.

NUS admitted 670 of them - 10
per cent of the 2015 cohort and
the maximum allowed by the Min-
istry of Education (MOE) under
the scheme. The year before, itin-
terviewed 1,200 students and
tookin 600 under the scheme.

Alllocal universities have discre-
tionary admission schemes.

In January, MOE said tertiary in-
stitutions will place greater em-
phasis onholistic selection practic-
es for admissions. MOE officials
had also signalled that there is
room to admit more students
through the discretionary admis-
sion scheme.

In an interview with The Straits
Times, NUS vice-provost forunder-
graduate education Bernard Tan
stressed, however, that applicants
considered through the discretion-
ary process still need good grades.
Hesaid: “ At the end of the day, we
have to be sure that they will be
able to take the rigours of a degree
programme. So, generally, they
are only short of a few points.”

He explained why NUS was giv-
ing more students a chance to be
consideredunder the scheme.

“Academic grades can only tell
you so much about a student,” he
said. “Through the personal es-
says and interviews we use for the
discretionary admission process,
we are able to better assess their
interests and aptitude for a partic-
ular field. Or if they have a talent,
such as in the arts or sports, that
will add to the vibrancy of the NUS
studentbody,” he added.

He said admitting as much as 10
per cent of the places through the
scheme has helped the university
inject more diversity into its stu-
dent body. While NUS did not pro-
vide figures, the increased diversi-
ty is evident in its most competi-
tive faculties, such aslawand med-
icine, These have, in recent years,
accepted more students from poly-
technics and a wider range of jun-
ior colleges.

Professor Tan said students ben-
efit: “Being exposed to people
with different perspectives not on-
ly enhances their education but al-
so prepares them for working life,
which often requires them to re-
late toa diverse group of people.”

While the discretionary admis-
sion scheme requires interviews,
which take up more time and man-
power, he said NUS believes in a
rigorous admission process.

In addition to getting a more di-
verse mix of students through the
scheme, NUS also started offering
scholarships two years ago to
those who excel in sports and the
arts. These cover tuition fees and
living expenses, as well as co-fund
short enrichment programmes,

Prof Tan said the awards are
part of NUS’ efforts tobroaden tal-
ent recognition and spur recipi-
ents to achieve greater heights in
sporting and artistic endeavours.

Industrial design student Jon
Chan Hao, 23, who secured a place
through the discretionary admis-
sion scheme, said he is glad NUS
has such ascheme. His grades were
not good enough but he got a place
by writing about his strengths in
co-curricular activities, especially
canoeing, he said. His contribu-
tions to NUS’ canoeing team also
won himasports grant.

He said that he has found his
“fit” in industrial design and main-
tains a high grade point average.

“If not for the discretionary ad-
mission scheme thatlooksatastu-
dent holistically, I would not have
got a place in a course that really
interests me and for which [ have
an aptitude.”
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