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Sunnylandsisthe name ofa200
acre (about 81ha) home built in the
1960s by one of America’s
wealthiest couples, Walter and
Leonore Annenberg, in Rancho
Mirage, California. Their intention
was to offer the estate to the US
president for his use as the Camp
David of the West.

Camp David is the name of the
presidential retreat in the hills of
Maryland, a state on the east coast.

Eight US presidents, from Mr
Eisenhower to Mr Obama, have
used Sunnylands to host foreign
dignitaries. In2013, President
Barack Obama held a two-day
summit at Sunnylands, with
President XiJinping of China.

Early next week,on Monday and :

Tuesday, President Obama will
welcome the ten leaders of Asean
to a special summit in Sunnylands.

By choosing Sunnylands as the
venue, the US President is sending
the message that he attaches as
much importance to Asean as he
doesto China.

Iwould like totake stock of the
current state of Asean-United
Statesrelations and to anticipate

ASEAN-US RELATIONSHIP

The Asean-USrelationship is
comprehensive, substantive,
mutually beneficial and
trouble-free. The relationshipis
supported by very substantial
economic ties, extensive
cooperation in many sectorsand
common values and objectives.

SUBSTANTIAL ECONOMIC TIES
The USis Asean’s largest foreign
investor, with cumulative
investments of over US$225 billion
(5§$313 billion). The USis Asean’s
fourthlargest trading partner.

The conclusion of the Asean
Economic Community will create
many new opportunities for US
business. The good newsis that
Aseanis growing and integrating. It
isthe world’s seventh largest
economy and is projected to be the
fourthlargestin the near future. Itis
alarger recipient of foreign direct
investment than China.

The other good news is that the
US has transcended the 2008
financialand economic crisis. The
US economyisnowin the same
position asin 2007. It is the most
competitive economy in the world.
When the recently concluded
Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP)
comesintoforce, this will create

: many new opportunities for both
: Asean and US businesses.

Itherefore foresee significant

. increasesin trade and investment
: between the US and Aseanin the
¢ comingyears.

: EXTENSIVE COOPERATION

: TheUSisan old development

¢ partner of Asean. Over the pastfive :
: decades, the UShas educated many :
: of Asean’sleaders. :

American foundations,

i universitiesand non-governmental :
: organisations have helped the :
: Asean countries to eliminate

: illiteracy and to educate and train
: their people.

American initiatives have helped

i toempower our girls and women.

Other notable initiatives have

sought to strengthen the rule of
: lawand democraticinstitutions
: in Asean.

Asean and the US have also been

i cooperatingin non-traditional

: security areas, including

: counter-terrorism, cybercrime,

i human trafficking, the smuggling

. of drugs, emergency preparedness,
i etcetera. :
Bothsidesarealso exploringnew :
: areasof cooperation, such as :
: climate change and information

: and communications technology.

POLITICAL AND SECURITY
: COOPERATION

: Aseanand the USare also political
: andsecurity partners. This

: partnershipis founded on their

: common objective to promote

: peace and stability in the region.
what theleaders will likely focus on. :
: rules-based regionaland

: international order. Theybelieve

: thatwhendisputesarise, they

: should be settled peacefullyand in
: accordance withinternational law.

They want to uphold the current

The positive track record of the

: US, in contributing to the region’s

: stability and prosperity, has made
: itatrusted partner for many Asean
: states.

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

: When Aseanand US leaders metin
: Kuala Lumpur last November, they
¢ decided to elevate their relationship :
: toastrategiclevel. Theyrecognised
¢ thatthe Asean-US partnership has

: playedakeyrolein contributing to

: thestabilityand prosperity of the

: Asia-Pacificregion.

Both sides will however have to

: investenergy and resources to

: nurture and grow therelationship.
: The challenge is to translate the

: newrelationshipinto concrete

: measures which will benefit the

: peoples of both sides. Otherwise,

: strategic partnership willremain

: anempty slogan.

: ASEAN'S REGIONAL ROLE

: Asean enjoysvery goodrelations

. with the US. At the same time,

: Aseanalso enjoysvery good

: relations with China, Japan, India,
: the European Unionand other
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powers. Asean’s policy is to be close
: toall the major powers but to be
: allied tonone.

Asean does not wish to take sides

: inthe disputes between the major
: powers or in their competition for
: influence. By being neutral and

: independent, Asean is trusted byall :
: themajor powers. This has enabled
: Aseanto play therole of the

: region’s convenor and facilitator.

: Thisisthereason for the central

¢ role which Asean playsin the

: region’sinstitutions.

The US understands and supports

: Asean centrality.

: OBAMA'SLEGACY

: Asean hasnever had abetter friend
. in the White House than Mr

: Obama. Because the President

: spent part ofhis childhood in

¢ Jakartaand is able to speak Bahasa

: Indonesia, he hasa feel for our

: regionand understandsits culture.
: Hehasmadeaparadigm shiftin US
: policy towards Asean.

First,he overcame the reluctance

: of previous administrationsand
: acceded to the Treaty of Amity and
: Cooperation in South-east Asia.

Second, President Obama made

: the unprecedented move of

: institutionalising an annual

¢ Asean-US Summit, committing the
: US President to meetingall ten

: Aseanleaders everyyear.

Third, the USwas the first
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non-Asean country toappointa
: Permanent Representative to Asean.

Fourth, the US hasjoined the East

AsiaSummitandhasplayeda
: positiveroleinit.

Fifth, President Obama visited

: Myanmar and metall the

: stakeholders to encourage themto
: make asuccessful transition to

: democracy.

Sixth, during the past seven

: years, the UShasnever failed to

: sendhigh-level representatives to

: theannual East Asia Summit, the

: Asean Regional Forum and the East
: Asia Summit Ministerial Meetings.

Seventh, President Obama has

: promoted people-to-people ties, as
: canbeseen throughhis personal

: involvementin the Young

: South-east Asian Leaders Initiative.

: THEFOCUS INSUNNYLANDS
¢ Thope the summit in Sunnylands

: l hope the summit in Sunnylands will offer
: anopportunity for the Americanand

: Asean leaders to go beyond their scripted

: remarks and have a heart-to-hearttalk on

: the pressingissues of our regionand of the
: world. lhope they will also focus their

: minds onthe future direction of Asean-US
: relations.

: will offer an opportunity for the

¢ Americanand Asean leaderstogo

: beyond theirscripted remarks and
: haveaheart-to-heart talk on the

: pressingissuesof our regionand of
: theworld.

Thope theywill also focus their

: mindson the future direction of
: Asean-USrelations.

Finally, I hope that the summit

: willsucceed in consolidating the

: achievements of the past seven

: yearsand institutionalise them in
: away which will endure no matter
: whois elected as the next

: president of the United Statesin

: November.

: stopinion@sph.com.sg

® The writer is chairman ofthe

: governing board of the Centre for

: International Law, National University
: ofSingapore.
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