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‘PATHFINDERS’ TO COME FROM FIELDS INCLUDING LANGUAGES, STEM, SPORT LAURA PHILOMIN
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o SINGAPORE — Taking the focus of sup-
S h l t t d t porting learning beyond the school,
C OO S O ap 1 I l uS r.y Education Minister Heng Swee Keat
yesterday introduced a community re-
source network of professionals — in-
for ett er FO r amme S cluding scientists, entrepreneurs and
p g artists — to work with schools to create

more learning opportunities.

) . . ) . . Known as the Community of
Partnerships especially useful for schools without established alumni networks ® CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Schools to tap industry for better programmes
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Pathfinders in Action (COMPACT),
the initiative intends to strengthen
partnerships between schools and
the community, such that primary
and secondary schools, especially
those without established alumni net-
works, can tap this network to devel-
op programmes, said Mr Heng at the
Ministry of Education’s (MOE) annual
Workplan Seminar attended by edu-
cators and parents.

Kick-starting the programme will
be 17 partners from seven fields: Lan-
guages, humanities, business and en-
terprise, aesthetics (media and the

arts), sports, youth leadership and
science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM).

Some of these “Pathfinders” include
scientists fromthe Agency for Science,
Technology and Research (A*STAR)
and well-known names like 77th Street
founder Elim Chew, filmmaker Royston
Tan, and Yale-NUS College executive
vice-president of academic affairs and
historian Tan Tai Yong.

While some schools have alumni
that can support school programmes,
not all schools have the same access,
said Mr Heng. “Some of our newer
schools for example do not have strong

alumni. Some of our schools may not
have the same profile in the commu-
nity. We want to help every school, and
provide them with resources. This is
how we can further our goal of ‘Every
School a Good School’,” he said.

The MOE said the Pathfinders were
identified asleadersin their fields who
have a desire to work with schools and
students. They will be matched to a
few schools according to the schools’
areas of focus under the Applied
Learning Programme and Learn-
ing for Life Programme (LLLP), and
could serve as mentors to students or
conduct workshops and design pro-
grammes, among other things.

The ministry will serve as “path-
builders” to set out multiple pathways
for students, but Pathfinders will “help
us build and light up these multiple
pathways”, said Mr Heng.

“Our Pathfinders have walked in-
teresting paths themselves ... and
they can bring new meaning to our
understanding of success in life and
our contribution to society. They can
help students find meaning, purpose
and passion,” he added. The MOE
said it wants to grow the pool to 300
matched Pathfinders by the end of
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next year, and 1,000 by end of 2018.

Responding to TODAY’s query on
how these individuals will be recruit-
ed and selected to achieve this target,
the MOE said it will work with schools
toidentify their areas of interests and
expand the resource panel based on
the needs of the schools.

Expressing support for the scheme,
Jurong Secondary School principal
Ruby Khoo said even with an extensive
alumni and a supportive School Advi-
sory Committee (SAC), there is some-
times still a lack of people and exper-
tise to provide programmes in certain
areas. “The networks that we have, it’s
not really about the numbers. It’s the
quality of support and programmes
that can be given to us. So although I
have a very extensive alumni, a very
supportive SAC, (COMPACT) will real-
ly enable us to explore more areas and
cast our net wider,” she said.

With sporting excellence as the
school’s LLP focus area, Mrs Khoo
said the school has been working with
Changi Sports Medicine Centre head
and senior consultant Benedict Tan,
who is also one of the Pathfinders, in
the area of sports psychology. COM-
PACT, she added, could provide the op-
portunity to perhaps work even closer
with Dr Tan to provide students with
greater exposure to the field of sports.
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